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Good morning Senator Slossberg, Representative Caruso and members of the Judiciary 
Committee. My name is Joyce Hamilton Henry and I am the Executive Director of 
DemocracyWorks. DemocracyWorks is a nonprofit and nonpartisan organization whose 
mission is'to make democracy work fairly, inclusively and vibrantly for all. We work to 
increase civic participation particularly by disenfranchised and underrepresented 
individuals and communities. DemocracyWorks is in support of An Act Concerning the 
Presidential Preference Primary. 

"Elections stand at the core of American political life" (Jacobson, 2004). Political 
-, scientists and others who study elections document the importance of citizen participation 

in all dimensions of the political process. We want a vibrant democracy and seek full 
participation of Coilnecticut's residents. 

The Presidential Election is one of the most exciting times in American politics. We 
want to know about each candidate and their issues. We want to know which candidate 
will respond most to our interests. Changing the Presidential primary from the first 
Tuesday of March to the first Tuesday of February will ensure that Connecticut is not an 
after though but a key player in determining who will the Presidential preference. It will 
add vibrancy to the election process and will enhance voter turnout. 

As always, we must ensure that any changes to the voting process does not disenfranchise 
our voters. Therefore, all effort should be made to inform voters of the change in date of 
the Primary. Similarly, we must ensure that Registrars are equipped to implement the 
new law. I will defer to the Secretary of the State's Office and other Election officials to 
work out the best plan to ensure full implementation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to add our views to this issue: If you have any questions, 
please contact me at jo~cel~ainiltoi~l~eni-~@,den~ocracy~0r1~sct.org or at (860) 727-1 157. 
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