
TO: General Assembly Government Administration and Elections 
Committee 

RE: Proposed Bill No. 41 
AN ACT CONCERNING CLEAN CONTRACTING STANDARDS 

DATE: February 21,2007 

Senator Slossberg, Representative Caruso, and Members of the Government 
Administration and Elections Committee: 

lVly name is Matt Parenti and I work for the State of Connecticut in the 
Department of Correction at the Garner CI. As parents of a child with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, my wife and I have witnessed the shortcomings of the private 
sector options for early intervention and special needs development for children 
and their families. My wife has a Bachelors Degree in Social Work, and I worked 
as a program manager for over 6 years at the Waterbury ARC, and now work as 
a Special Education Teacher, with 5 years at the WARC and over 13 years of 
teaching in the DOC. My wife and I have the expertise to navigate both education 
services and social services for our son, Rocco. Nevertheless, finding and 
securing appropriate services for Rocco has been overwhelming and extremely 
frustrating. 

A decade ago, before ,the former administration in Hartford began the 
current policy of contracting-out these services to low-bid, unaccountable private 
contractors, Connecticut's state-run Birth-to-Three services were a model for the 
nation. You have the power to put our state back in the lead and positively impact 
the lives of thousands of children and their families by passing Senate Bill 41. 

When we realized that Rocco needed early intervention, we were referred 
to a private program that was not equipped with ,the expertise to diagnose Rocco. 
The program recognized Rocco suffered serious delays and possibly mental 
retardation, but only offered us speech services because that was all we thought 
he needed at the time. We then brought him to another private provider, the 
Connecticut Children Medical Center for diagnosis. They failed to inform us of 
many other services they could have provided. They didn't have the staffing or 
were sirr~ply ,trying to protect their profits. 

We quickly dropped the program and switched over to a local special 
needs daycare where Rocco received occupational therapy, physical therapy, 
and services that helped him socialize with his peers and instructors. However, 
they didn't have a Speech Pathologist, so Rocco didn't receive speech services 
~ ~ n t i l  he reached 3 years old. Furthermore, the daycare services were very costly 
for us. 

When we attempted to request aid, we were told by a private provider that 
we would have to turn over most of our parental rights! 



When Rocco turned 3, his educational services transferred to the 
Watertown School District. Rocco had two dedicated Special Ed Teachers during 
his stay at John Trumbull Primary School and one dedicated Paraprofessional. 
Nevertheless, Rocco's condition worsened because of the lack of funding, year 
round commitment, administrative support and competent oversight by a private 
provider was hired by the Watertown public school system to support the autism 
program. 

For approximately 3 years we worked with Watertown to develop an 
effective approach. We visited the private program, which was located in New 
Jersey, providing support to the district for Rocco's autism. Rocco was tested 
and reviewed by the provider, but the Assistant Executive Director didn't have the 
time to meet with us, despite traveling all the way from Connecticut. 

In 2001, we had Rocco independently tested by a renowned MHDD 
physician. Unfortunately, ,the local district did not effectively follow his 
recommendations. After 3 years, I was able to get enough data together to 
clearly show Rocco was regressing. This was a difficult task, but I was able to do 
it with the help of some of my fellow members in CSEAISEIU Local 2001 who 
work in State education. I also had the support of Rocco's tenured Special Ed. 
Teacher, who wasn't afraid to do what was right for Rocco. 

We have also had recently a very difficult experience dealing with a local 
private provider who helped with bringirrg Rocco into the community for activities. 
When we became aware of neglect, combined with the turn-over of under- 
qualified, inadequately trained staff working with Rocco, we had to terminate the 
services with the private provider. 

I believe we need state teachers, pupil service providers, OT's, PT's, 
Speech Pathologists, and State School Administrators to develop IEPs, as well 
as monitor, supervise, and help parents of children with autism. The solution for 
achieving this is to reform a policy that allows outsourcing client care for children 
with ASD to low-bid private contractors that lack certified professionals. 

Thank-you for your time and for hearing my voice on this critical matter. 

Matt Parenti 
State School Teacher, School District # I ,  Connecticut Department of 
Correction 
Steward, CSEAISEIU Local 2001 
149 lnverary Dr. 
Watertown, CT 06795 
Home: (860) 41 7-31 28 


