
February 28,2007 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, and Members of the 
Audience: 

My name is Sara Brauer and I am the former Registrar of Voters 
for the Town of Seymour, CT. I wish to state that I am totally 
against Election Day Registration. The State went thru the debate 
of "Do we, or don't we want E D R  two years ago. There was 
much discussion, both privately and at meetings held specifically 
for finding a solution to the question. A large majority of 
Registrars did not want EDR then and I would imagine that their 
thoughts on the subject have not changed that much. 

By law the State of Connecticut has set special days for people to 
register to vote. This isn't just a suggestion, it's mandatory. We 

, 
have a special Saturday registration day, from loam until 2pm, 
both Registrars participating, picked by the State, we have a 
complete day, from 9am until 8pm, both Registrars again, the day 
picked by the State. Day before yesterday the Sec. of the State 
went to the Seymour High School and spoke with the juniors and 
seniors that would be or are eligible to vote in the next election 
about a number of subjects. In the process about 160 students filled 
out a Voter Registration card. We put notices in the papers with the 
dates of these special voter making sessions, we also mention in 
these notices that you can register to vote by mail up to 14 days 
before an election or in person up to 7 days before an election. We 
publish the fact that if you turn 18, move into town, or become a 
citizen of the United States during the week before election you 
can register the day before the election up until 12 noon. There are 
at least 254 other days of the year that someone can register. They 
don't have to come to our Office, or they can. They can call our 

3 Office, request a card be sent and we will, all they have to do is fill 



it out in full and return it to us by mail. They can just leave a 
message on our answering machine. My name is Joe Blow, 2 Main 
Street, Seymour, CT. Would you please send me a blank Voter 
Registration card.. . . . . . . ... Done. Easy as that.. There is no shortage 
of times you can register to vote, there are just lazy people. 

One particular organization seems very concerned about our Civil 
Liberties. We were told by them (2 Years ago) that voting was our 
right. Absolutely, but that it is a right is only part of the story. It is 
also a privilege and your duty as an American Citizen to elect the 
people to office that you feel will govern you to the best of their 
ability, not because they are Republicans, Democrats, or 
Unaffiliated, or because they blindly follow Party lines. I 
registered to vote the day after I turned 21. (That was the legal age 
to vote----way back when) I figured it was my privilege and my 
duty. My rights had nothing to do with it. Of course, that was a 
different time. 

At that same meeting, 2 years ago, 1 won't forget the Registrar 
from the Midwest who proudly said they had EDR and they were 
sure they had no fraudulent votes. I don't know why they were so 
sure. They didn't even have a State wide voter registration system 
to check like Connecticut did.. ..,Go figure. I also remember the 
Registrar from Massachusetts who said her daughter wasn't 
registered to vote because she couldn't find a candidate to get 
excited about. If I waited to register until I found an exciting 
candidate I probably wouldn't have voted more than % dozen 
times In my mind registering to vote is pretty much like birth 
control. If you wait until you excited over a choice----it may be too 
late. 

We ask that you do not pass Committee Bill # 625 1, an act 
authorizing Election Day Registration. You should, at least, be 
interested enough in your Government to register to vote in a 

J timely manner. 



I would vote my conscience, and not placate the ACLU or CCLU 
because of the votes they might produce or not, but that's why I'm 
not in Politics. I'd make a lousy Politician. 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to express my views 
along wi-th those of the Registrars of Seymour. 

Sara C. Brauer, Former Rep. Registrar 
Eleanor Pelletier, Rep. Registrar 
Ronald A. Skurat, Dem. Registrar3 


