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Good morning Senator Slossberg, Representative Caruso and members of the 
Government, Administration and Elections Committee. My name is Joyce Hamilton 
Henry and I am the Executive Director of DemocracyWorks. DemocracyWorks is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization whose mission is to make democracy work fairly, 
inclusively and vibrantly for all. We work to increase civic participation particularly by 
under-represented and disenfranchised individuals and communities. We have a strong 
history of supporting legislation that removes barriers to participation and initiatives that 
increase civic and voter participation. 

Citizen participation is at the heart of a healthy democracy (Verba, Schlozman, 
and Brady, 1993: 1997). Voting is one marker of a healthy democracy and a measure of 
a civic minded and engaged society. People vote because they feel connected "in various 
ways to the larger society or to their local community and nonvoters are not" (Polsby and 
Wildavsky, 2004, p.12). In 2001, the United States ranked at the bottom at 52% (23 out 
of 24) regarding voter turnout as compared to Greece that ranked number one with 89% 
turnout. 

Nationally, there has been a 30-year downward trend in voter turnout. Combined 
with a number of uncontested races, low membership in social and civic organizations, 
low participation anlong youth, low participation among people of color, this places our 
democracy at risk. The quality and health of our democracy is dependent on increased 
citizen participation. We recognize that full participation in the democratic process is not 
limited to voting alone, but voting is clearly one significant benchmark of a healthy and 
vibrant democracy. We want to remove all barriers to voting making it possible for 
Connecticut's eligible residents to register and vote. 

According to a report entitled America Goes to tlze Polls issued by the Nonprofit 
Voter Engagement IVetwork, "those with a high school education or less, consistently 
vote at a rate of 20 or more points below college graduates." EDR will increase voter 
turnout in Connecticut by 8-12%. In a recent report issued by Demos entitled Voters Win 
With Election Day Registration, it was stated that EDR will increase' voter turnout 
among young people who tend to "move frequently -for school, for jobs, for family- 
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making it harder for them to keep their voter registration current." EDR will also help to 
narrow the gap between individuals of varying education and income levels. 

DemocracyWorks is concerned about the general low participation in our state 
relevant to the rest of the country. In 2002, Connecticut ranked 20"'. In 2006, we ranked 
18"' in the nation with a 48% turnout. We want to raise the level of participation 
comparable to other Election Day Registration states-Wisconsin, Minnesota, Maine, 
Wyoming, New Hampshire, Idaho and Montana. Combined with the new voting 
machines, other technical and administrative fixes to the voting process and existing 
voter education and registration efforts (conducted by the Department of Social Services, 
the Department of Motor Vehicles of the Registrars of Voters, the Office of the Secretary 
of the State, DemocracyWorks, the League of Women Voters and numerous other 
organizations) across the state, we can increase voter turnout in Connecticut. 

According to the Nonprofit Voter Engagement Network (NVEN), in 2006, EDR 
states averaged 13 points higher in voter turnout compared to non-EDR states. 

Maine, Minnesota and Wisconsin started EDR in the 1970's 
New Hampshire, Wyoming and Idaho had EDR in the 1990's 
North Dakota does not have voter registration 
Montana was the recent state to implement EDR in 2006 

DemocracyWorks recently conducted focus groups with Registrars of Voters and 
learned the following: 

Some Registrars are concerned about the centralized voter registry 
Registrars want voter registration and voting to occur at the Registrars Office 
Registrars want training so that they can fully implement the law when it is 
passed 
Not all Registrars are in favor of EDR 
Not all the Registrars are technically skilled to use a voting system that is 
becoining inore dependent on technology. 
There is inconsistent compensation among Registrars 
Some Registrars work full time and others work part time 

To ensure that EDR will be effectively implemented, we must listen to and 
address the concerns raised by Registrars of Voters but not use them as reasons to prevent 
passing EDR in Connecticut. 

I appreciate the opportunity to speak with you today and ask for your support of 
this important piece of legislation. I am available to answer any questions and can be 
reached at (860) 727-1 157. 


