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Good morning Madame ChairpersodMr. Chairman and members of the committee. My name is 

Asker Saeed, I am an attorney practicing law just a few blocks from here, and am President of 

the South Asian Bar Association of Connecticut. I am here today to speak in support of House 

Bill No. 6002 AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

COMMISSION. My testimony this morning will pertain particularly to the subject of hate 

crimes. 

I do not need to point out to you that since 911 1 hate crimes are on the rise, particularly against 

South Asians (people hailing mostly from India, Palustan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka) and 

against Muslims, a religion which many South Asians, including myself, belong to. You may 

also be aware that there has been some talk lately about hate crimes in Connecticut. With the 

recent tragic shooting of Mr. Javed Akhtar, a young Pakistani Muslim convenience store owner 

in East Windsor, our society is left once again to wonder whether Mr. Akhtar's ethnicity had 

anything to do with the motivation for such a heinous crime. Personally, I hope that it doesn't 

end up being ruled a hate crime, as I still refuse to believe that such extreme hatred exists in our 

society. However, if that ends up being the case, as much as we need to ensure that the 

perpetrators of the crime are caught and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law, we also need 

to step back and ask ourselves why negative attitudes towards certain groups are allowed to 

fester in the first place and what we can do to ensure that all members of our community, Asian 

and non-Asian, feel safe and can live without fear. 

I believe the creation of an Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission can play a vital role in 

answering these questions and in stopping hate crimes before they start. And I say that for 4 

reasons. 



First, the commission can educate society at large. Not just Asian Americans in Connecticut, but 

all Americans in Connecticut. Hate crimes are rooted in negative stereotypes, misunderstanding, 

and ignorance. A commission could work with key members of society, and leaders of 

organizations, to reduce these levels of misinformation. 

Second, the commission can provide valuable assistance to law enforcement in investigating 

alleged hate crimes. There is no doubt that our law enforcement is good-intentioned and is doing 

the best they can, however, there are many cultural nuances that would be bctter appreciated 

through regular interaction with a commission. 

Third, the commission can provide a voice for the Asian community. Clearly, those of us before 

you this afternoon are not short of voice, however, I assure you that there are many members of 

our communities who do not have a voice, not by choice, but, as you've already heard, rather by 

cultural norm. They suffer in silence. They don't have to. 

And last, and perhaps most important, the formation of an Asian Pacific American Affairs 

Commission by the State of Connecticut is consistent with the spirit of what this country stands 

for. It is why so many of us are here in the first place. Because in this country it doesn't matter 

what you look like, what you sound like, how you think, or where you came from. In this 

country, among so many other things, we are guaranteed by our government a right that is 

becoming so rare in our world; the right to live without fear. You and I might take that for 

granted. Many among us do not. The creation of an Asian Pacific American Affairs 

Commission by the government of the State of Connecticut is a clear statement that the State 

recognizes its responsibility in ensuring the safety of all of its residents. I urge you to adopt Bill 

No. 6002. 

Thank you. 


