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Dear Chairman Sen. Gayle Slossberg and Rep. Chris Caruso and members of the 
Government Administration and Elections Committee, 

I am here to support HB 598 1 and HB 599 1. 

In the Town of Bethel the current administration has violated the spirit of minority party 
representation. In order for the First Selectman to allow his party to control town boards, 
the First Selectman asked citizens to change their party affiliations in order that he might 
appoint them to serve. In one case the First Selectman asked a registered Libertarian to 
switch to Republican to fill a Republican slot on a board. Before 90 days elapsed this 
nominee was appointed to the Inland Wetland's Commission as a Republican. I 
personally contacted the Secretary of the State's office and spoke with Deputy Leslie 
Mara. The deputy commissioner informed me that indeed the Secretary of the State's 
office interpreted the statute to mean that a citizen only had to wait 90 days to vote in a 
primary or caucus but could participate in all other activities of the party they are joining 
including being appointed to boards and con~missions. (Please see Attorney Martin 
Lawlor's testimony which explains these set of facts in further detail.) 

After this appointment was made the First Selectman then orchestrated another 
appointment to a town board with the intent in my opinion of violating the spirit of 
minority representation. The First Selectman constituted an entire building committee 
which was overseeing the construction of Bethel High School. After removing all the 
current board members the First Selectman appointed new members. He was restricted to 
appointing only five Republicans to the board. Instead of keeping to this rule he asked 
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Gerald Roche to change his registration to unaffiliated. Mr. Roche was a registered 
Republican from 9-26-02 to 10-02-06. He switched to unaffiliated on 10-2-06 and that 
evening was appointed to the building committee. This maneuver in effect gave the 
board an additional Republican and the minority party was unable to object due to the 
Secretary of the State's previous ruling. 

In regards to HB 599 1, I asked that you support this bill to give more rights to members 
who are minor party members, but due to lack of process are unable to participate in their 
own party. Specifically, the Independent Party in the last two election cycles filed 
notices of their party's caucus to nominate candidates for office with the Secretary of the 
State's office. The minor party was not required by statute to print a notice in a local 
newspaper. I believe that a fairer process would be that all official nominating caucuses 
and conventions have to be posted in the newspaper following the procedures of the 
major parties. 

I also believe that rules should be filed. Enclosed are the party rules filed in 1987 by the 
Independent Party. They have never been updated according to the Secretary of the 
State's office. When I challenged the rules through an election enforcement complaint 
the Secretary of the State's office and Elections Enforcement told me that the rules filed 
in 1987 met the statutory requirements. If you review the rules you will see that there is 
no process for one to seek their endorsement, for participation by the minor party 
members or indication as to who are the officers of the Independent Party currently. I 
believe all these issues need to be addressed. I believe the language to address this area 
of concern must begin with "Notwithstanding the provisions of public ACT 87-472, any 
party who filed a name change with the Secretary of the State under said act shall have to 
file new rules six months before each election. 

Finally, minor parties do not have to seek the consent of candidates to cross endorse 
them. I believe this should also be required by statute. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Connecticut Voter Registration System 

J I l l ~ n ~ u i r ~  - View Voter Registration I MOLEARY 1 Bethel / / I 1  

1 I P revious-N arne 1 1 i I I previous Address previous party 

Mailing Address 

s t r ee t  No. [ j ~ t r e e t  Name 1P.O. Box I ~ , ~ ~ l  z i p  o d e  1 
E I I I I I l 1 I I / ) -  
D 1~ountr-y: 

Voter Information 

Prefix Name: Mr 
Voter's Name: Gerald D Roche 

Date of Birth: 0612411 966 
Voter ID: 003136810 

Miscellaneous 
Gender: Male 
Telephone: 203-791 -9529 
Special Status: 
Perm Absentee Ballot: No 

Back 1 m u i m  I 

Residence Address 

Address: 1 Limekiln Court 
Unit: 
City: Bethel 

State: CT Zip: 06801 -3234 

Status Information 
Reg. Effective Date: 09/26/2002 
Current Status : Active 
Last Active Date: 
Off Reason: 

Districts: Congressional: 005 Senatorial: 024 Assembly: 002 

htt~://~~~.evote-~~ts.ct.~o~/connVER Se/se~vlet/cnm ihm nrr.  rnnnvprw cprxrlpt i n n ~ ~ i r i ~ r  TnnTInt~rRprrCr 713 1 1 7 ~ ~ 7  

Enrollment Information 
Current Party 
Unaffiliated 

Privilege Date 
10/02/2006 

Audit Histo* 

Canvass History 

-1 
r T G q y j  -1 I 

1 1  

DistrictJWard 

005 
-1 
1 

Polling Place 1 
Frank A. Berry School - 5 
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Ul4XF) 11.lh'l EE PA}:!A' G f .  Cg'. 
Suite 201, 36 9.amarack Avenue D #5 
Danbuq, Ct .. 06811 

To: Secretary of' State 
Elect5ons Div3sion 
30 'lrlnitg street 
Fsrtford~ Ct. ~ 6 1 0 6  

1'0 horn It Hay Concern: 

In reaponee to your letter dated July 29.  3987 regarding 

Publ i c  A c t  87-472 we as  authorized a~ents of the Unaffiliated Party 

of Ct, hereby request that our new party desjgnatjon as  permitted 

by the new law i a  . We ,further request that 

.the organization name on record with the  compai~n i'inance u n i t  be 

INPEPElJDETJ9' PAKlY -SlA'I'E CEN'I RAC. 
Sincerely, 

Kenneth F. Fox 
74 Franklin Street 
Danbury r Ct . 06010 

Donna L. O xon x 
R . R .  $3. BOX 618 
Fleetwood h i v e  
New F'elrf i e l d ,  Ct . ~6812 

P.S. In complgin~ w3th such above l a w  
w e  reserve the right to claim compensation 
fo r  the conf5scetion of our name, Unaffili~ted. 

m 
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JULIA H. T A S H J I A N  
SECRETA R r 

BERNARD P. AUGER 
D f P U f  Y SECRETA R Y 

August 24, 1987 

Robert Fand, M.D. 
79-112 North Street 
Danbury. Conaecticut 06810 

Dear Dr. Fend: 

This 16 in reply to your note requesting "a latter of approval for the name 
Independent" a6 the new party designation (replacing Unaffiliated) reserved 
by the Party Designation Committee of which you are a member, and as the new 
party name of the minor party in the 109th Assembly Di6trict in Danbury. Your 
note was attached to a letter received in this office August 7, 1987 signed 
by Kenneth F. Fox and Donna L. Dixon, in which they stated that pursuant to 
Public Act 87-472 "...we as authorlzed agents of the Unaffiliated Party of 
Ct. hereby request that our new psrty designation ss permitted by the new law 
is Independent (Party). .." 
The letter from Mr. Fox and Ms. Dixon substantially meets the requirements of . 
PA 87-472 with respect to " . . . a  certificate changing such former designation 
to one permitted ... signed by the pcrronc authorized by .such party designation 
committee..." The designation Independent i n  one permitted under subsection 
(c) of Conn. Gen. Stats. $9-453u aa amended by Section 1 of said Public Act. 

Therefore. the party designation Independent is approved to replace the 
probibited.party designation Unaffiliated. 

This meens the followinyr 

1. The party designation (formerly Unaffiliated) of the minor party with 
respect to the office of State Representative in the 109th Assembly District 
is now changed to Independent. Such party may nominate a candidate for said 
office in 1908 in the manner prescribed in its party rules. (See below) 
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2. The party dealgnation (formerly Unafrillatsd) rerri'ved by the Party 
Designation Committee filed here April 14, 1986 in now changed te 
lndmpmndmnt. Pursuant to Section Q-453~ 88 mmmndod by the Public Act. such 
raserv8tion. under the changed gsrty dmrignation Independent, c~ntinueg in 
effect for the offices which were liuted in naid application for reservation 
and for which candidptsc appeared on tba ba3lot mdar the desiqfihtion 
Unaffiliated st the Novomber 4, lQB6 atatm mlmction. Thoce offlces (excludinq 
State Bepronsntative from the 109th Armembly Pit~ict. to which the 
minor-party status applies as ipbiestsd above) sr.3 Covernor. ~ieutenait 
Governor, Secretary of the State. Traasurmr, Comptroller. Unitad States 
Senator. Representative in Congress-1)t. Conqroroional District. and State 
Representative-I'M.ch Assembly District. fierefors, pt the next election for 
these offices, nomlnating petitions fur said orfices u n h r  the party 
designation Independent may be obtained by ray aliq1blm pereon Or person6 
upon spplication properly made; and the endorsernapt of the Independent Party 
Designation Cowunittee will be required (in addition to the tllinq of the 
requisite number of norninatlng petition oiqaaturec) for the placement or a - 
candidats'c name on the ballot for sny of raid officer under the designation .:: 
la8cpenbent. 

Please  note that your committee's resarvstion of the party designation 
Independent 1s not applicable to offices not lirted above: 8nd does not alter 
or affect the current minor-party or reserved-party-desi9notIon status of the 
designation Independent for certsln offices filled at ~uniclpal election6 in 
the towns of Pairfield, Plainfield. Lacton, Pornfret, Willington sad Norw.lk. 
For any particular ofrice, appllcationa for rmnervation. of a particulsr party 
designation not previously reserved far that office will be treated on a 
"first cow, first served" basin. -. . . 

J ' 

Finally. our records reflect that Unaffi1iat.d party ru* v.r* filed with . 
Our office on February 13, 1987. We will chsnge our file-system labellin9 
and indexing of these rules to indic8te that thay are t.he party r u l e s  or tlbe 
Independent party, under which rules an Indmpmndent minor-party candidate may 
be nominated for State Reps,esentative from the 109th Assembly District in 
1 9 B B .  In other words. w e  " i l l  treat the certificate of changed party 
derignation filed by MK. Fou and Ha. Diron a6 bsing applicable to the title 
of the party rules, as well as to the name of the minor party and the 
designation reserved by the Party Designation Cornittee. However. if the 
party decider to adopt a farmal smenbrment to the party ruler an such. 
r e f l e c t i n g  the name change. please file m copy of such amendment with us 
toqether 4 t h  a complete copy of tho party rules incorporating such 
amendment, as required by Con-n. Gen. Etato. SP-374. 
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Page 3 
Dr. Fand 
~ u g u s t  24, 1987 

We greatly appreciate your group's cooperation and assistance i n  this 
matter. Please don't hesitate to call upon out office whenever we may be of 
s e r v i c e .  

Sincerely, 

Julia S e e r e t . y .  H. ashjian 

By: 
Albert . ten e 
Director/Electfons A orney 

cc: Mr. 
M S .  

Mr. 
Mr. 
Ms. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Ms. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Kenneth I. Fox 
Donna L. Dlxon 
Frank Longo 
Tulio Belsrdinelli 
Joanne Chelednik 
W. Leroy Staib 
Salvatore D i B e t t a  
Edwara J. McCallum. Jr. 
Sally F. Cabnus 
Rfchsrd M. Hunt 
Winton C. Nickerson 



UNAF F,- I A1'ZD PAF.1Y OF' CONNEC1 I C V l  
S u i t e  .31, 36 ? 'e .~arack  Avenue #;,' 
panbury,  Connec t icu t  06811 

FIJLEC FOE PJOl~!I?JA7 I I G  CANEIDtI.? ES 

I n  accordance  w i th  t h o  r u l e s  of t h e  U n n f f i l j a t e d  Pa r ty  o f  Connec t i cu t ,  
t h e  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee a t o p t s  t h e  fo l lowine .  Rules f o r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  
of l o c a l  committees and t h e  nominat ion of c n n d i d a t e s .  

I .  I o c a l  CommitteeS 

a .  Loca l  committees may be  o rgan i zed  f o r  any r e g i o n  cont.aini.ng a t  l e a s t  
one town. Each l o c a l  committee must sand i t s  progosed r u l e s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
C e n t r a l  Committee of t h a  U n a f f i l i a t e d  P a r t y  for .  ~ p p r o v a l ,  which approva l  s h a l l  
r e q u i r e  a  t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e .  Once i t s  r u l e s  a r e  *pproved t h e  l o c s l  committee 
s h a l l  have  permanent e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  d i s s o l v e d .  

b .  ? h e  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Conunittea o f  t h e  Unaf17i l ia t66  Pa r ty  ~ h n l l  have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  d i s s o l v e  2 l c c a l  committee by a  t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e ,  for .  a c t i o n s  c o n t r a r y  
t o  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  of  t h e  U n a f f i l i a t e d  P a r t y .  The S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee of  
t h e  U n a f f i l i a t e d  Pa r ty  s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  Iseoolve j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  e i s p u t e s  
between l o c a l  c o r n i t t e e s  by a  major8i ty v o t e .  

2 .  Nominations 

No U n a f f i l j a t e d  Pa r ty  member s h a l l  s eek  b a l l o t  s t a t u s  i n  a  g e n e r ~ l .  
e l a c t i o n  a s  a  c and ida t e  of  t h e  U n a f f i l i n t e d  Pa r ty  w i thou t  f i r s t  be ing  
iiominated unde r  t n e  p r o v i s i o n s  oi' t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

A l o c a l  committee may nominate c e n d i d a t e s  f o r  any o f f i c e  whose e l e c t o r a l  
d i s t r j c t  f a l l s  w i t h i n  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Such nomina t ions  a h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  
a  ve to  by a ma2or i ty  vo te  of  t h e  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee of t h o  Unnf f i l i e . t od  
P a r t y .  

k S p e c i a l  Par ty  Meeting c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t  purpose  by t h e  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  
Committee of  t h e  U n a f f i l i a t e d  Par ty  may nominate c a n d i d a t e s  Tor any o f f i c e  
f o r  which no cand ida t e  has  been nominated by a  l o c a l  committee.  

d .  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee o f  t h e  I J n a f f i l l a t e d  P a r t y  

The S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee of t h e  U n a f f i l i a t e d  P a r t y  ney by a  two-. 
t h i r d s  vo t e  nominate c and ida t e s  f o r  any o f f i c e  l'or which no nominet ion has  
been made under  a , b , .  o r  c ,and f o r  any S t a t e  o r  F o a e r a l  o f f i c e .  

e .  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Campaims 

Cur ing  each  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee s h a l l  
by a  m a j o r i t y  vo t e  ncminate c and ida t e s  f o r  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  Col lege  uho a r e  
p l e d ~ e d  t o  suppo r t  t h e  duly nominated c a n d i d a t e s  of t h e  U n a f f i l i a t e d  P a r t y  
f o r  P r e s i d e n t  and Vice P r e s l d e n t .  

The above r u l e s  were passed  unanimously a t  t h e  mee t i ng  of t h e  S t a t e  
C e n t r a l  Committee of t h e  U n a f f i l i a t e d  P a r t y  on . ~ / / ~ k f 7  

:I I ' 


