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LEGISLATIVE W G E M E N T  COMMITTEE 
July 10,2006 

Allan E. Taylor 
Chairman, State Board of Education 
State Office Building 
165 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, CT 06 106 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

I have spent some time analyzing standardized testing scores among Connecticut 
public schools over the last seven years, and I am alarmed with some of the results and 
trends which I have discovered. My greatest concern regards 4th grade CMT reading 
scores. The state of Connecticut has invested large amounts of money in programs 
specifically designed to improve reading scores among young students. The School 
Readiness Program and the Early Reading Success Program, born implemented in 1998, 
were meant to help children in unfavorable situations. 

With, these programs in place, it was expected that the state of Connecticut, and 
especially its priority districts, would experience meaningful improvement in test scores. 
Instead, the anticipated upward trend has not occurred, and in many instances, reading 
scores amongst 4 graders have declined. Prom 2001 -2004, the percentage of students 
on the statewide level achieving a reading score at or above the goal level declined from 
57.9% to 52.8%. Moreover, certain poorer areas have also shown a downward trend in, 
test scores. In Hartford, the percentage of students at or above the goal level declined 
fiom 20.0% to 14.6% from 1999 to 2004. New Haven, East Hartford, and other priority 
districts have also experienced notable drops in scores over the same time period. 



These results lead me to question the efficacy of the reading and school readiness programs put in place 
and monitored by the Department of Education. The State of Connecticut continues to spend large sums of 
money to improve education, and it is imperative that this money is spent in the most cost effective manner. 
Most important, the huge sums of public investment should yield positive results. The 2004 4 grade reading 
scores released March 28,2005 (2004 Fall tests) are extremely disappointing. 

Please provide a detailed response to the following to what measures have been implemented during 
the past two years regarding; 

1 .) How carefully has the Department monitored reading and school readiness 
programs in the priority schools districts; 2.) What standards of review does the Department utilize 

to ensure that these 
programs adhere to the highest quality standards (that are generally agreed upon 
as nationally accepted standards); 3.) What analysis is done annually to correlate the most 

efficacious reading and 
readiness programs to the best performing districts (on CMT's) as compared to 
lower perforating district with similar socioeconomic demographics and what 
recommendation for program change is made by the Department to the lower 
performing districts; 4.) Staffing levels dedicated to these tasks and OPM budget requests made for 
staffing; 5.) What specific remedies the Department offers to address these declining scores 
and what programs, if any, have been implemented in the last few years? 

I do not need to stress to you the importance of improving reading scores among today's students. I am 
similarly concerned with the decline in the 4th grade math scores. While participation levels are up, that is no 
consolation for declining performance. I look forward to your response. 
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