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I am he re  t o  t e s t i f y  on Senate b i l l  #1114. I am i n  a' unique p o s i t i o n  t o  
speak about t h e  success  of Side by S i d e ' s  Char te r  School because I am 
one of  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  s i x  founders .  I a l s o  t each  7 t h  and 8 t h  grade 
language a r t s  and s o c i a l  s t u d i e s .  The success  of our  school  i s  
a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  some of t h e  fo l lowing .  . . 

Side by Side  has a  sma l l e r  c l a s s ,  22  s t u d e n t s  t o  a  cl'as's with a  
t eache r  and a s s i s t a n t .  Students '  a r e  grouped heterogeneously and move 
a t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  s k i l l  l e v e l .  The emphasis i s  on e a c h s t u d e n t  moving 
forward over  t ime.  

We loop which means t h a t  s tuden t s  have t h e  same t eache r  f o r  two yea r s ,  
which provides  cons is tency;  fur thermore  t h e  s tuden t  has more t i m e  t o  
expand on s k i l l s  and concepts and t h e  t e a c h e r  has an extended t i m e  t o  
observe and eva lua t e  s tuden t s '  growth over  t i m e .  

We communicate r e g u l a r l y  wi th  t h e  bus ines s  community who r e p o r t  t o  u s  
That t h e y  s e e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  come t o  them l ack ing  i n  coopera t ive  group 
s k i l l s .  The bus ines s  world has a  need t o  have employees produce a s  a  
team a s  we l l  a s  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  We s e t  up our  classroom s o  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
o f t e n  problem so lve  i n  small  groups. 

One of  S ide  by S ide ' s  missions i s  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  The t e a c h e r s  c r e a t e  
an atmosphere t o  r a i s e  s tudent  consc iousness  s o  t h a t  t hey  know t h e y  
have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e i r  school ,  community, 
s t a t e ,  and world i s s u e s .  

We have j u s t  f i n i s h e d  sending out  l e t t e r s  t o  media, government 
o f f i c i a l s ,  co rpo ra t ions  and t h e  mayor of  Norwalk regarding i s s u e s  such 
a s  t h e  opening of t e e n  c e n t e r s  f o r  middle school  age ch i ld ren ,  
s t a r t i n g  neighborhood watches t o  e l i m i n a t e  gang violence,  a s  w e l l  a s  
p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  inhumane t rea tment  of our  companion animals i n  r e sea rch  
l a b s .  

Having s a i d  t h i s ,  our school  f a c e s  a  c o n t i n u a l  u p h i l l . b a t t l e  t o  
compete wi th  t h e  funding provided t o  p u b l i c  schools .  Our middle school  
i s  l o c a t e d  wi th  four  t r a i l e r s  pu t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  a  minimum of space f o r  
fou r  c l a s s e s .  

The s t a t e  mandates computer educa t ion;  we s t r u g g l e  with a  minimum of 
upgraded computers. W e  would l i k e  money t o  fund a  computer l a b .  

Our middle school  s t u d e n t s  would l i k e  t o  compete i n  s p o r t s  with our  
l o c a l  schools ;  however, we don ' t  have a  bus t o  t r a n s p o r t  them. 

We know we a r e  provid ing  an e x c e l l e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  educat ion f o r  our  
s t u d e n t s  wi th  t h e  con t inua l  p rog res s  t h e y  have made. Las t  yea r ' s  8 t h  
grade g radua t ing  c l a s s  was i n  t h e  95th p e r c e n t i l e  f o r  reading,  
w r i t i n g ,  and math. . . 

We a l s o  know w e  need inc reased  funds t o  keep up with f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  
mandates and we a r e  a l r e a d y  a t  a  d i sadvantage  because we r e c e i v e  l e s s  
money t h a n  t h e  c i t y ' s  pub l i c  s choo l s .  


