
Public Testimony 

Education Committee 

February 20,2007 

Re: S.B. 11 14 An ~ c t ~ m ~ l e m e n t i n ~  the Governor's Budget Recommendations 

Regarding Education. 

The CT Early Childhood Alliance supports the Governor's proposal to expand the school 

readiness program over the next 5 years to accommodate the 13,000 low income children 

across the state who are not currently served. As much as many of us would like to see all 

of those children in preschool right now, there are some real barriers to achieving that 

goal. Primary among them are facilities and a trained workforce. Both take time to 

develop. The way that we have expanded school readiness to date, by simply increasing 

the line item in the budget, won't get us to our goal. 

Let me illustrate with an example from New Britain, where I sit on the school readiness 

council. Last year you adopted a budget that increased the school readiness line item and 

instructed SDE to use much of the increase in the ERG I communities. This meant that 

New Britain got enough new money to open 5 new class rooms serving 100 new children. 

We scrambled to open 3 classrooms in September, the fourth opened in January and we 

expect to open the fifth by the end of this month. If you give us money for 100 more 

slots next year, it's conceivable that you'll get most of it back. We have exhausted the 

currently available classrooms. There are 11 new classrooms in development but they 



won't be ready for another year at earliest. Hiring qualified teachers to staff those 

classrooms is another big problem, that's what's held up our fifth new classroom in New 

Britain. 

To take school readiness to scale and serve all the children who need it, we need 

thoughtll planned expansion of the system. The Early Childhood Policy and Research 

Council has done a very good job loolung at the practical obstacles to achieving this goal 

and I urge you all to read their report. 

Several of their recommendations are included in SB 1 1 14: 

Section 16 creates a scholarship program that will enable parents of poor children living 

outside of the current school readiness communities, as well as parents in the current 

school readiness communities who either can't find a slot at a school readiness provider 

or would prefer to use a provider in community closer to their job to make use of a 

scholarship to purchase a preschool slot in a quality center. 

Section 17 raises the per child costs, which for a low wage industry trying desperately to 

attract a qualified workforce is very important, and 

Section 25 requires preschools receiving school readiness l n d s  to participate in the 

public school information system and report student experience in preschool. This 

combined with the new kindergarten assessment will give us data we need to really be 

able to study the impact of the school readiness program and hold the program 

accountable. 

On behalf of the Early Childhood Alliance, I urge you to support thoughtful, planned 

expansion of the school readiness program. Adding 13,000 slots is almost tripling the 

school readiness program, to do it right will take time, a plan and effective coordination. 



Central to the success of the initiative, but not in this bill, is the need for a coordinating 

body at the state level that has the authority to coordinate resources across state agencies 

in order to maximize the resources available to support this system. There are other 

needed services to support young children and families that are supported in various state 

agencies. To make the system work, we need to work together with the family and child 

in focus as the consumer. 

Merrill Gay 
Co-Chair, CT Early Childhood Alliance 




