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From: Representative Ruth Fahrbach 

Date: February 13,2007 

Re: rSB 106 1 AAC Vocational Agriculture Center Funding 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in favor of the above bill. 

Vocational Agriculture Centers are an important part of Connecticut's educational system. Like Vocational 
Technical Schools they are magnet schools. They were magnet schools long before the term magnet school 
became popular. 

Students fiom VoAg, or Agri-Science programs as they are now called, go on. to vocations that are many and 
varied. In addition to production agriculture (dairy farming, produce, etc., careers include landscaping, 
floriculture, forestry, conservation, horse management, veterinary science, aquaculture, agriscience and 
biotechnology just to name a few. 

With the many discussions that have taken place regarding school vouchers, tuition tax credits, regional, magnet 
and charter schools, it is important that the state not forget its already existing regional magnet programs in 
Vocational Agriculture. 

Currently, receiving towns are not reimbursed for the total cost of providing such programs and have been 
required to subsidize sending towns. Sending towns not wanting to send dollars to Vo-Ag districts, tend to 
discourage students fiom attending, or, opt into part-time programs requiring students to spend valuable class time 
traveling fiom one school district to another. 

Many students who could not survive in a traditional school setting have excelled in Vocational Agriculture 
courses. It is essential that the state support our long existing regional magnet programs, our Vocational 
Agriculture Centers. 

I respectfully request that the committee act favorably on this proposal to increase vocational agriculture funding 
and thank you again for your consideration of this much needed legislation. 


