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Dear Senator Gaffey and Representative Fleischmann: 

I am writing to support the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC) 
proposal to create a Connecticut Virtual Learning Center for high school students 
around the state. Here in New Haven we face a variety of issues that this project would 
address - including workforce preparedness, advanced placement courses (which are not 
avdlable in every high school or for every specialty) as well as those students for whom 
credit recovery is a major obstacle to graduation. 

Technology has become the focus for our children in their everyday lives. I believe that 
this proposal will provide another avenue for struggling and exceptional students to 
once again become excited about education. I do not believe that we should replace the 
traditional classroom, but that we need to provide options for students at all levels of the 
spectrum. Not doing so will cause Connecticut to fall behind economically. State labor 
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occupations in the state will require a minimum of a bachelor's or master's degree. 

1 If the state provided a centralized access point for quality online education services, 
including course development and hosting, administration and reporting, and 
Connecticut certified teachers, New Haven would benefit. In partnership, district staff 
would provide the local mentoring, computer resources, and scheduled class time that 
our "distance" students would require, while issuing the credits at the local level. We 
can keep education dollars in our district this way while providing increased learning 
opportunities, and even more importantly, added scheduling flexibility. Additionally, 
we could also take advantage of the CEN and have synchronous classes for students 
across the State. 

This collaborative effort would save money in Connecticut while providing equity of 
access for all students. I am excited about this project and hope that you will lend your 
support. When this project is funded, we would very much like New Haven students to 
be among the first 1,000 participants. Please feel free to call me at (203) 946-8888 if 
you have additional questions. 

Sincerely, Public Hearing 
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