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STATEMENT OF AT&T CONNECTICUT 

Regarding Raised Bill 7348 
An Act Concerning After School and Out-of-School Time Grants 

Before the Education Committee 
March 12,2007 

Proposal: 

Raised Bill 7348 calls for continued funding of the after school or out-of-school time 
grants for Connecticut. The proposed bill would ensure that after school programs 
throughout the state would receive more support to enhance programs and engage more 
students. 

Comments: 
AT&T Connecticut is pleased to support Raised House Bill 7348. 

After school programming provides opportunities for students to interact with others in 
supervised safe environments enhance academic skills, participate in activities of interest 
at a critical time of day and develop interactive social skills. Studies have shown that 
crime rates increase during the 3-6 pm timeframe - normally a time when many students 
are unsupervised and left on their own. 

Continued state support for quality after school programming would provide the ability 
for many more communities to enhance and enrich their existing programs and serve 
more of our students in the future. 

Raised Bill 7348 is important because it will provide resources necessary for 
communities to move forward in creating out-of-school time programs and activities that 
meet the needs of their youth. Studies have demonstrated the value of quality out-of- 
school time programs on student behavior and performance. This legislation provides a 
framework that will allow communities to collaborate with each other under the guidance 
of the state program. This legislatisn also ensures the ongoing assessment of the program 
through the development of evaluation measures that benchmark the effectiveness of the 
individual program. 

Conclusion: 
AT&T Connecticut supports Raised Bill 7348 and commends the committee for its 
support of out-of-schobi time programs. 


