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TESTIMONY OF
GEORGE A. COLEMAN, INTERII\:I)SOMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION
RAISED BILL 7344
AN ACT CONCERNING RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OF TEACHERS
In the 2004 school year approximatelyl32% .of Cornnecticut’s students were
‘fninority students and minority staff statewide comprised'7.6% of all certified staff
members. Several of the proposals in Raised Bill 7344 are to increase the percentage
of minority staff to reduce this disparity. Thié. is an important goal, and the Department
- of Education is supportive of efforts dirécted to work towards that goal. However, there
are no funds in the Governor's budget for this purpose and should these proposals go

. forward the. Department would like to work with the committee on the details of these

programs.
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