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I feel very strongly that this bill needs to be passed to require each school to have Scheduled CPR training
and automatic external defibrillator on its premises.

I feel very strongly that this bill needs to be passed to require that each school and public building have at
least one automatic external defibrillator on its premises, and to provide immunity from liability to any
person or entity that owns an automatic external defibrillator used to render emergency care.

As a Volunteer Firefighter and EMT in 2006 both the AHA and Red Cross have awarded me for assisting
in saving a Cardiac Arrest victim. Unfortunately I have had more people die than I have saved. I have been
on emergency scenes on several occasions where we are to late to save a life because there was not an AED
present for bystanders to use.

As good as our EMS services are, there are too many variables and too short of a time frame to rely strictly
on an AED being brought to the victim by EMS.

For Cardiac arrest, statistics show that to be effective, the shock needs be delivered no more then 10
minutes. That is from the time the person’s heart stops to the shock, not from the time the caller makes the
call to 911, That is usually 3 min+ from the person dropping to the floor. So unless the emergency crew is
very close it takes too long to meet that critical time.

The answer is to mandate that public buildings and schools have these proven lifesaving units available for
bystanders to use. This has been done on all aircraft, at airports and bus stations and at various locations in
major cities with great results.

AEDs are no different than a fire extinguisher. If they were not required by law, few would have them.
Because fire extinguishers are mandated, they have been proven effective and are now just a fact of doing
business.

Everybody likes to use the phase “you can’t put an amount on a human life”, but by not having AEDs
available due to budget constraints, we are doing just that. If it was you or a loved one, would you tolerate
the statement “we did not have an AED because they cost too much”?

When it comes to schools, people say that not many young people experience cardiac arrest. More than
3,000 young people a year suffer a cardiac arrest, which is about the same number that died during 9/11.
Our country has been at war because of that ever since. So should we not do everything in our power to be
at war with this physical terrorist called cardiac arrest?

Schools are our neighborhood social hubs, with adults (teachers from 23 yr to 65yr of age) to after hours
activities. Some schools are also used as polling places, which draw many people of all ages to the school
building. This is no different than a small airport, where AEDs are mandated!



