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As the debate about funding for charter schools has heated up in recent months, it has 
become necessary to publish the facts about school funding in Connecticut with specific 
attention to funding for local public schools and charter school programs. 

What we have found is that per pupil spending in charter schools exceeds the state 
average for per pupil spending in ~onnecticut.' Three of Connecticut charter schools are 
among the top ten districts in connecticut2 in spending per pupil. 

In recent years, some charter school advocates have been especially aggressive in 
suggesting that even more dramatic increases in funding are needed.3 It has been stated 
repeatedly that these schools spend far less than traditional public schools and achieve 
higher levels of results. That is simply not true with respect to either achievement or 
funding. Regarding achievement, researchers Peter Behuniak and Jessica Goldstein, have 
found that: 

The examination of the entire distribution of school results suggests.. .that charter and 
magnet schools are quite varied in the achievement levels, improvement and performance 
gains that they demonstrate, with some schools producing low results, some producing 
high results, and others falling in between. This is, of course, true of traditional public 
schools as well.4 

On the funding side, the picture is equally complex. Connecticut's charter schools are 
among the most well-funded of Connecticut's schools and the worst-funded. Table 1 
contains the net current expenditures per pupil (minus special education costs) in 
Connecticut school  district^.^ This measure was used because charter schools do not pay 
special education costs (which are assumed by their surrounding districts). This measure 
therefore is the only fair and reasonable means to compare what traditional public schools 
and charter schools are spending per pupil for regular education. In the following 
findings, statements regarding per pupil expenditures refet to net current expenditures per 
pupil (minus special education costs). 

' This is measured by using net current expenditures per pupil (minus special education costs). Unlike 
local public schools, charter schools do no pay for special education costs. 

Charter schools represent separate school districts in Connecticut. 
3 Among other venues, these suggestions were evident in the deliberations of the Governor's Commission 
on Education Finance. 

Peter Behuniak and Jessica Goldstein, "A Review of the ConnCAN Research Report," January 2007 
(unpublished). 
5 The net current expenditures per pupil (minus special education costs) in Connecticut districts were 
compiled by Bob Brewer. CEA is solely responsible for any interpretation of the numbers presented. 
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Footnote: "Net current expenditures" means total current educational expenditures, less 
expenditures for (A) pupil transportation; (B) capital expenditures for land, buildings, equipment 
otherwise supported by a state grant pursuant to chapter 173 and debt service, provided that, with 
respect to debt service, commending with the fiscal year ending June 30,1987, the principal amount 
of any debt incurred to pay an expense otherwise includable in net current expenditures may be 
included a part of net current expenditures in annual installments in accordance with a schedule 
approved by the Department of Education based upon substantially equal principal payments over 
the life of the debt; (C) adult education; (D) health and welfare services for nonpublic school 
children; (E) all tuition received on account of nonresident pupils; (F) food services directly 
attributable to state and federal aid for child nutrition and to receipts derived from the operation of 
such services; and (G) student activities directly attributable to receipts derived form the operation 
of such services. In this comparison of spending across districts (in which Charter Schools are 
included as school districts), we have subtracted special education costs from the NCEP. This is 
because Charter Schools, by statute, are not responsible for special education costs, which are borne 
by the sending districts. It is therefore, the only way to get and "apples to apples" comparison of 
per pupil spending among Connecticut school districts and Charter Schools. 
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