
CONNECTICUT NURSES' 
ASSOCIATION 

Association of School Nurses of Connecticut 
Connecticut Nurses' Association 

377 Research Parkway 
Meriden, CT 06450-7 160 
203-238-1297 

TESTIMONY RE: RAISED BILL NO. 7096 AN ACT CONCERNING PESTICIDE 
APPLICATIONS AT SCHOOLS AND THE USE OF ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS IN SCHOOLS. 

Education Committee Hearing 
February 13,2007 

To: Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and members of the Education 

Committee 

Thank-you for the opportunity to provide comments on behalf of the Association 

of School Nurses of Connecticut (ASNC), the professional association for school nurses 

in Connecticut and the Connecticut Nurses' Association (CNA), the professional 

organization for registered nurses in Connecticut in support of RAISED BILL NO. 7096 

AN ACT CONCERNING PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS AT SCHOOLS AND THE 

USE OF ENVIRONMENTULY SENSITIVE CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE 

PRODUCTS IN SCHOOLS. 

Our associations support both concepts in this bill - an extension of the ban on 

lawn care pesticides for all schools and development of regulations that would require 

use of environmentally sensitive cleaning and maintenance products. Both of these 

requirements would make our early childhood settings and schools safer for students, 

teachers and staff. 

There are a myriad of adverse effects of cleaning chemicals that have been 

reported that range from irritation of the lungs to neurological problems. Every person in 

a school building is exposed to these adverse effects not just janitorial staff. IdentifLing 

these toxins and changing to safer products and practices would not only reduce these 

adverse health effects but also reduce exacerbations of diseases like asthma. Generally 

these safer products are also about the same in cost and are effective cleaners. 
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Our associations also support this bill that would extend the ban on lawn care 

pesticides to all schools. The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency information that 

follows provides the reasons why this is so important. 

Kids Need Protection 
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/kidpesticide.htm 

Children are at a greater risk for some pesticides for a number of reasons. Children's internal 
organs are still developing and maturing and their enzymatic, metabolic, and immune systems 
may provide less natural protection than those of an adult. There are "critical periods" in human 
development when exposure to a toxin can permanently alter the way an individual's biological 
system operates. Children may be exposed more to certain pesticides because often they eat 
different foods than adults. 

For instance, children typically consume larger quantities of milk, applesauce, and orange juice 
per pound of body weight than do adults. Children's behaviors, such as playing on the floor or on 
the lawn where pesticides are commonly applied, or putting objects in their mouths, increase their 
chances of exposure to pesticides. 

Adverse effects of pesticide exposure range from mild symptoms of dizziness and nausea to 
serious, long-term neurological, developmental and reproductive disorders. Americans use more 
than a billion pounds of pesticides each year to combat pests on farm crops, in homes, places of 
business, schools, parks, hospitals, and other public places. 

Thank you for your anticipated support of this essential legislation. It has the potential 

for keeping our most valuable asset safe - our children -- and for preventing and 

decreasing illnesses caused by the adverse effects of chemical toxins in pesticides and 

cleaning agents. 

2 
Connecticut Nurses' Association is a member of the Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut Health, 
a coalition of organizations and individuals united in public campaigns to protect health, children, workers 

and communities by reducing toxic chemicals linked to illness and environmental harm. 


