General Assembly Amendment

January Session, 2007 LCO No. 8714

*5B0016708714HRO0*

Offered by:

REP. BACCHIOCH]I, 52nd Dist.
SEN. FASANO, 34th Dist.

To: Subst. Senate Bill No. 167 File No. 560 Cal. No. 704

(As Amended by Senate Amendment Schedule "A")

"AN ACT REVISING THE PROCESS FOR THE TAKING OF REAL
PROPERTY BY MUNICIPALITIES FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT."
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Strike subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of section 1 in its entirety and

substitute the following in lieu thereof:

"(b) (1) The development agency may, with the approval of the

legislative body in accordance with this subsection, and in the name of

the municipality, acquire by eminent domain real property located
within the project area and real property and interests therein for
rights-of-way and other easements to and from the project area, in the
same manner that a redevelopment agency may acquire real property
under sections 8-128 to 8-133, inclusive, as amended by this act, as if

said sections specifically applied to development agencies, except that
(A) no real property may be acquired by eminent domain pursuant to

this subsection for the primary purpose of increasing local tax revenue,
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and (B) no owner-occupied residential real property consisting of four

or fewer dwelling units may be acquired by eminent domain pursuant

to this subsection if the development project will be under the

ownership or control of a private enterprise, unless the property is

deteriorated, as defined in section 7-600, as amended by this act."

Strike subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 2 in its entirety and

substitute the following in lieu thereof:

"(@) (1) No real property may be acquired by a redevelopment
agency by eminent domain pursuant to section 8-128 of the general
statutes, as amended by this act, under a redevelopment plan under
chapter 130 of the general statutes, for the primary purpose of
increasing local tax revenue. No owner-occupied residential real
property consisting of four or fewer dwelling units may be acquired by
a redevelopment agency by eminent domain pursuant to section 8-128
of the general statutes, as amended by this act, if the redevelopment
project will be under the ownership or control of a private enterprise,
unless the property is deteriorated, as defined in section 7-600, as
amended by this act."

Strike subdivision (1) of subsection (i) of section 3 in its entirety and

substitute the following in lieu thereof

"(i) (1) The implementing agency may, with the approval of the
legislative body of the municipality, and in the name of the
municipality, condemn in accordance with section 8-128 to 8-133,

inclusive, as amended by this act, any real property necessary or

appropriate for the project as identified in the development plan,
including real property and interests in land for rights-of-way and

other easements to and from the project area, except that (A) no real

property may be condemned pursuant to this subsection for the

primary purpose of increasing local tax revenue, and (B) no owner-

occupied residential real property consisting of four or fewer dwelling

units may be condemned pursuant to this subsection if the

development project will be under the ownership or control of a
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private enterprise, unless the property is deteriorated, as defined in

section 7-600, as amended by this act."

Strike subdivisions (2) and (3) of section 5 in their entirety and

substitute the following in lieu thereof:

"[(b)] (2) "Redevelopment area" means an area within the state
[which] that is deteriorated, [deteriorating,] substandard or
detrimental to the safety, health, morals or welfare of the community.
An area may consist partly or wholly of vacant or unimproved land or
of land with structures and improvements thereon, and may include
structures not in themselves substandard or insanitary which are
found to be essential to complete an adequate unit of development, if
the redevelopment area is deteriorated, [deteriorating,] substandard or

detrimental to the safety, health, morals or welfare of the community.

An area may include properties not contiguous to each other. An area
may include all or part of the territorial limits of any fire district, sewer
district, fire and sewer district, lighting district, village, beach or
improvement association or any other district or association, wholly
within a town and having the power to make appropriations or to levy

taxes, whether or not such entity is chartered by the General Assembly;

[(©)] (B) A "redevelopment plan" [shall include: (1)] means a plan

that includes: (A) (i) A description of the redevelopment area and the

condition, type and use of the structures therein, and (ii) specification

of each parcel proposed to be acquired, including parcels to be

acquired by eminent domain; [(2)] (B) the location and extent of the

land uses proposed for and within the redevelopment area, such as
housing, recreation, business, industry, schools, civic activities, open
spaces or other categories of public and private uses; [(3)] (C) the
location and extent of streets and other public utilities, facilities and
works within the redevelopment area; [(4)] (D) schedules showing the

number of families displaced by the proposed improvement, the
method of temporary relocation of such families and the availability of
sufficient suitable living accommodations at prices and rentals within

the financial reach of such families and located within a reasonable
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distance of the area from which [they] such families are displaced; [(5)]
(E) present and proposed zoning regulations in the redevelopment

area; [(6)] (F) a description of how the redevelopment area is

deteriorated, substandard or detrimental to the safety, health, morals

or welfare of the community; and (G) any other detail including

financial aspects of redevelopment which, in the judgment of the
redevelopment agency authorized herein, is necessary to give it

adequate information;"

After the last section, add the following and renumber sections and

internal references accordingly:

"Sec. 501. Section 7-600 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2007, and
applicable to property acquired on or after said date):

(@) Any municipality may by resolution of its legislative body
establish neighborhood revitalization zones, in one or more
neighborhoods, for the development by neighborhood groups of a
collaborative process for federal, state and local governments to
revitalize neighborhoods where there is a significant number of
deteriorated property and property that has been foreclosed, is
abandoned, blighted or is substandard or poses a hazard to public
safety. The resolution shall (1) provide that the chief executive official
facilitate the planning process for neighborhood revitalization zones
by assigning municipal staff to make available information to
neighborhood groups and to modify municipal procedures to assist
neighborhood revitalization zones, and (2) establish a process for

determination of the boundaries of neighborhood revitalization zones.

(b) Public buildings in the municipality shall be available for
neighborhood groups to meet for neighborhood revitalization

purposes as determined by the chief executive official.

(c) As used in this section "deteriorated property" means property in

serious noncompliance with state and local health and safety codes

and regulations. Such deteriorated property includes, but is not limited
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to:

(1) Any dwelling that, because it is dilapidated, unsanitary, unsafe,

vermin-infested or lacking in the facilities and equipment by the

housing code of the municipality, is unfit for human habitation;

(2) Anvy structure that is a fire hazard, or is otherwise dangerous to

the safety of persons or property;

(3) Any structure from which the utilities, plumbing, heating,

sewerage or other facilities have been disconnected, destroyed,

removed or rendered ineffective so that the property is unfit for its

intended use; and

(4) Any vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of land in a

predominately developed neighborhood that, by reason of neglect or

lack of maintenance, has become a place for accumulation of trash and

debris, or a haven for rodents or other vermin."
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