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Referred to Committee on Government Administration and
Elections

Introduced by:
(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING TECHNICAL AND PROCEDURAL CHANGES
TO CERTAIN ELECTION LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Section 9-65 of the general statutes is repealed and the

N

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

[(a) Within a week after the last session of the registrars of voters
under section 9-17 before an election, the registrars of voters in each
municipality shall submit in writing to the Secretary of the State a
statement setting forth the total number of electors on the active and
inactive registry list, the total number of electors enrolled on each

active and inactive party enrollment list and the total number of

O 0 NI O U B W

unaffiliated electors on the active and inactive registry list in such
10  municipality. They shall omit therefrom electors on the last-completed
11  registry list or enrollment lists who have died, and they shall include
12 therein electors who have acquired electoral or enrollment privileges
13 since the last-completed registry list or enrollment lists were perfected.
14 In municipalities divided into two voting districts which elect

15 registrars of voters for each district, such information shall be so
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submitted by the registrars of voters of the first district. Such statement
shall be deemed to be submitted within the time required if it is either
(1) postmarked by the United States Postal Service not earlier than
eight o'clock p.m. on the day of such last session of the registrars and
not later than midnight on the seventh day following such last session,
or (2) delivered by hand or by electronically transmitted facsimile to
the office of the Secretary of the State not earlier than the first day
following, and not later than four-thirty o'clock p.m. on the seventh

day following, such last session.]

[(b)] (a) After the last session of the registrars of voters under section
9-17 before each election, the registrars of voters in each municipality
shall submit in writing to the Secretary of the State a statement setting
forth the total number of names of new electors added to the registry
list, and the total number of names of former electors removed from
the registry list, in such municipality during the period between the
two most recent such last sessions. Such statement shall be submitted
annually at a time to be determined by the Secretary of the State. In
municipalities divided into two voting districts that elect registrars of
voters for each district, such statement shall be so submitted by the

registrars of voters of the first district.

(b) Not later than a week after the last session of the registrars of

voters before an election under section 9-17, the Secretary of the State

shall report the total number of electors on the active and inactive

registry list, the total number of electors enrolled on each active and

inactive party enrollment list and the total number of unaffiliated

electors on the active and inactive registry list in such municipality, as

reported by the registrars of voters on the state-wide centralized voter

registration system. The Secretary shall omit from such report electors

on the last-completed registry list or enrollment lists who have died,

but shall include electors who have acquired electoral or enrollment

privileges since the last-completed registry list or enrollment lists were

perfected.
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Sec. 2. Section 9-258 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The election officials of each polling place, [except] including voting
machine mechanics, shall be electors of the [town] state and shall
consist of one moderator, two checkers, two registrars of voters or two
assistant registrars of voters, as the case may be, of opposite political

parties, each of whom shall be residents of the town, and not more

than two challengers if the registrars of voters have appointed
challengers pursuant to section 9-232, and at least one and not more
than two voting machine tenders for each voting machine in use at the
polling place. A known candidate for any office shall not serve as an
election official on election day or serve at the polls in any capacity,
except that a municipal clerk or a registrar of voters, who is a
candidate for the same office, may perform his official duties. If, in the
opinion of the municipal officials, the public convenience of the
electors in any voting district so requires, provision shall be made for
an additional line or lines of electors at the polling place and, if more
than one line of electors is established, two additional checkers for
each line of electors shall be appointed and, if more than one machine
is used in a polling place, at least one and not more than two
additional voting machine tenders shall be appointed for each
additional machine so used. Head moderators, central counting
moderators, absentee ballot counters and voting machine mechanics
appointed pursuant to law shall also be deemed election officials. No
election official shall perform services for any party or candidate on
election day.

Sec. 3. (NEW) (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding any provision
of the general statutes, the registrars of voters of each municipality
may appoint additional election officials on the day of, or on any day
after, an election or primary if, in the opinion of both registrars of
voters, additional election officials are needed because (1) an election
official appointed prior to the day of the election or primary is unable
to serve as an election official for any reason, (2) it is necessary to
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accommodate the public convenience of the electors in any voting
district, or (3) it is necessary to improve the administration of the
election or primary. The registrars of voters shall file a written opinion
with the municipal clerk indicating the reasons for the appointment of

any such additional election officials.

Sec. 4. Section 9-453n of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Any town clerk receiving any page of a nominating petition under
sections 9-453a to 9-453s, inclusive, or section 9-216 shall complete
such certifications as specified herein and shall file each such
nominating petition page with the Secretary of the State within two

weeks after it was so submitted to him. Any such town clerk who fails

to so file such petition pages with the Secretary of the State by the time

required shall pay a late filing fee of fifty dollars.

Sec. 5. Section 9-50b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) As used in this section, "state-wide centralized voter registration
system" means a computerized system designed and maintained by
the Secretary of the State which includes: (1) Voter registration
information prescribed by the Secretary, (2) information contained in
applications for admission as electors described in section 9-20, (3)
information needed to compile registry lists and enrollment lists under
sections 9-35 and 9-54, (4) information required by section 9-50a, and
(5) other information for use in complying with the provisions of this
title.

(b) Not later than July 1, 2003, each registrar of voters shall transmit
to the office of the Secretary of the State all elector information
required by the office to complete the state-wide centralized voter
registration system. Each registrar shall transmit such information in a
format prescribed by the Secretary. Not later than September 1, 2003,

each registrar of voters shall participate in the state-wide centralized
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voter registration system in the manner prescribed by the Secretary.

(c) The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not prohibit
the registrars of voters of any municipality from maintaining a registry
list for such municipality that is separate from the state-wide
centralized voter registration system, provided (1) such separate
registry list includes the same information as the registry list for such
municipality in the state-wide centralized voter registration system,
and (2) such registrars comply with the provisions of subsection (b) of
this section and the Help America Vote Act, P.L. 107-252, as amended
from time to time.

(d) After each election or primary, the registrars of voters shall

promptly update the state-wide centralized voter registration system,

as defined in subsection (a) of this section, and indicate whether the

eligible voters on the official registry list for each election or primary

voted and, if so, if they voted in person or by absentee ballot.

Sec. 6. Section 9-452 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

All minor parties nominating candidates for any elective office shall
make such nominations and certify and file a list of such nominations,
as required by this section, not later than the [fifty-fifth] sixty-second
day prior to the day of the election at which such candidates are to be
voted for. A list of nominees in printed or typewritten form shall be
certified by the presiding officer of the committee, meeting or other
authority making such nomination and shall be filed by such presiding
officer with the Secretary of the State, in the case of state or district

office or the municipal office of state representative, state senator or

judge of probate, or with the clerk of the municipality, in the case of

municipal office, not later than the [fifty-fifth] sixty-second day prior to
the day of the election. The clerk of such municipality shall promptly
verify and correct the names on any such list filed with him, or the
names of nominees forwarded to him by the Secretary of the State, in

accordance with the registry list of such municipality and endorse the
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same as having been so verified and corrected. For purposes of this
section, a list of nominations shall be deemed to be filed when it is

received by the secretary or clerk, as appropriate.

Sec. 7. Subsection (b) of section 9-4530 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the Secretary of
the State shall approve every nominating petition which contains
sufficient signatures counted and certified on approved pages by the
town clerks. In the case of a candidate who petitions under a reserved
party designation the secretary shall approve the petition only if it
meets the signature requirement and if a statement endorsing such
candidate is filed with the secretary by the party designation
committee not later than four o'clock p.m. on the [fifty-fifth] sixty-
second day before the election. In the case of a candidate who petitions
under a party designation which is the same as the name of a minor
party the secretary shall approve the petition only if it meets the
signature requirement and if a statement endorsing such candidate is
filed in the office of the secretary by the chairman or secretary of such
minor party not later than four o'clock p.m. on the [fifty-fifth] sixty-
second day before the election. No candidate shall be qualified to
appear on any ballot by nominating petition unless the candidate's

petition is approved by the secretary pursuant to this subsection.

Sec. 8. Subsection (a) of section 9-453i of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(a) Each page of a nominating petition proposing a candidate for an
office to be filled at a regular election shall be submitted to the
appropriate town clerk or to the Secretary of the State not later than
four o'clock p.m. on the [ninetieth] ninety-eighth day preceding the

day of the regular election.
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Sec. 9. Section 9-460 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

If any party has nominated a candidate for office, or, on and after
November 4, 1981, if a candidate has qualified to appear on any ballot
by nominating petition under a reserved party designation, in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, and such nominee
thereafter, but prior to [ten] twenty-four days before the opening of the
polls on the day of the election for which such nomination has been
made, dies, withdraws such nominee's name or for any reason
becomes disqualified to hold the office for which such nominee has
been nominated (1) such party or, on and after November 4, 1981, the
party designation committee may make a nomination to fill such
vacancy or provide for the making of such nomination as its rules
prescribe, and (2) if another party that is qualified to nominate a
candidate for such office does not have a nominee for such office, such
party may also nominate a candidate for such office as its rules
prescribe. No withdrawal, and no nomination to replace a candidate
who has withdrawn, under this section shall be valid unless the
candidate who has withdrawn has filed a letter of withdrawal signed
by such candidate with the Secretary of the State in the case of a state
or district office or the office of state senator or state representative
from any district, or with the municipal clerk in the case of a municipal
office other than state senator or state representative. A copy of such
candidate's letter of withdrawal to the municipal clerk shall also be
filed with the Secretary of the State. No nomination to fill a vacancy
under this section shall be valid unless it is certified to the Secretary of
the State in the case of a state or district office or the office of state
senator or state representative from any district, or to the municipal
clerk in the case of a municipal office other than state senator or state
representative, by the organization or committee making such
nomination, at least [seven] twenty-one days before the opening of the
polls on the day of the election, except as otherwise provided by this
section. If a nominee dies within [ten] twenty-four days, but prior to
twenty-four hours before the opening of the polls on the day of the
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election for which such nomination has been made, the vacancy may
be filled in the manner prescribed in this section by two o'clock p.m. of
the day before the election with the municipal clerk or the Secretary of
the State, as the case may be. If a nominee dies within twenty-four
hours before the opening of the polls and prior to the close of the polls
on the day of the election for which such nomination has been made,
such nominee shall not be replaced and the votes cast for such
nominee shall be canvassed and counted, and if such nominee receives
a plurality of the votes cast, a vacancy shall exist in the office for which
the nomination was made. The vacancy shall then be filled in a manner
prescribed by law. A copy of such certification to the municipal clerk
shall also be filed with the Secretary of the State. Such nomination to
fill a vacancy due to death or disqualification shall include a statement
setting forth the reason for such vacancy. If at the time such
nomination is certified to the Secretary of the State or to the municipal
clerk, as the case may be, the ballot labels have already been printed,
the Secretary of the State shall direct the municipal clerk in each
municipality affected to (A) have the ballot labels reprinted with the
nomination thus made included thereon, (B) cause printed stickers to
be affixed to the ballot labels so that the name of any candidate who
has died, withdrawn or been disqualified is deleted and the name of
any candidate chosen to fill such vacancy appears in the same position
as that in which the vacated candidacy appeared, or (C) cause blank

stickers to be so affixed if the vacancy is not filled.

Sec. 10. Section 9-446 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) If two [or more] candidates obtain the same number of votes at a

primary of two candidates or fewer held to nominate candidates for a

state or district office, and a tie vote thereby occurs, any of such
candidates, or the state chairman of the political party, may apply for a
recanvass of the returns in the manner provided in section 9-445. If no
such application is made, or if any such recanvass results in a tie vote,

the Secretary of the State, in the presence of not fewer than three
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disinterested persons, and after notification to the candidates obtaining
the same number of votes and the chairman of the state central
committee of the party holding the primary of the time when and the
place where such tie vote is to be dissolved, shall dissolve such tie vote
by lot. The Secretary of the State shall execute a certificate attesting to
the result of the dissolution of such tie vote, and the person so certified
or the slate so certified as having been chosen by lot shall be deemed to
have received a plurality of the votes cast and shall be deemed to have

been chosen as the nominee of such party to such office.

(b) If two or more candidates obtain the same number of votes at a

primary of three or more candidates held to nominate candidates for a

state or district office, and a tie vote thereby occurs, any of such

candidates, or the state chairperson of the political party, may apply

for a recanvass of the returns in the manner provided in section 9-445.

If no such application is made, or if any such recanvass results in a tie

vote, such primary shall stand adjourned for three weeks at the same

hour as the first primary was held. Ballot labels of the same form and

description, as described in chapter 153, shall be used at such

adjourned primary, except that such ballot labels shall contain only the

names of the candidates for whom the same number of votes were cast

at such primary. The adjourned primary shall be conducted in the

same manner as the first primary, except that the votes shall be cast for

such officer only. Ballot labels for such adjourned primary shall be

provided forthwith by the clerk of the municipality wherein such

primary stands adjourned, and such clerk shall furnish the Secretary of

the State with an accurate list of all candidates to be voted for at such

adjourned primary. The clerk of the municipality wherein such

primary so stands adjourned shall, not later than three days prior to

the day of such adjourned primary, give notice of the day, hours, place

and purpose thereof by publishing such notice in a newspaper

published in such municipality or having a circulation therein. No

such adjourned primary shall be held if prior to such adjourned

primary all but one of the candidates for such office die, withdraw

their names or for any reason become disqualified to hold such office,
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and, in such event, the remaining candidate shall be deemed to have

been chosen as the nominee of such party to such office. No

withdrawal shall be valid until the candidate who has withdrawn has

filed a letter of withdrawal signed by such candidate with the

Secretary of the State or, in the case of a municipal office, until the

candidate who has withdrawn has filed a letter of withdrawal signed

by such candidate with the municipal clerk. When such a primary is

required to be held under the provisions of this section for any office

other than a municipal office, and prior to such election all but one of

the candidates for such office die, withdraw their names or for any

reason become disqualified to hold such office, the Secretary of the

State shall forthwith notify the clerk of each municipality wherein such

primary was to have been held of such fact, and shall forthwith direct

each such clerk that such primary shall not be held. In the case of a

multiple opening office only the names of those candidates whose

votes are equal shall be placed on the ballot label of the adjourned
primary.

(c) If two or more candidates obtain the same number of votes at a
primary held to nominate candidates for a municipal office or to elect
members of a town committee, or if two or more slates of candidates
obtain the same number of votes at a primary held for justices of the
peace, and a tie vote thereby occurs, any of such candidates, or the
town chairman of the political party, may apply for a recanvass of the
returns in the manner provided in section 9-445. If no such application
is made, or if any such recanvass results in a tie vote, the registrar, in
the presence of not fewer than three disinterested persons, and after
notification to the candidates obtaining the same number of votes, and
the chairman of the town committee of the party holding the primary,
of the time when and the place where such tie vote is to be dissolved,
shall dissolve such tie vote by lot. The registrar shall execute a
certificate attesting to the result of the dissolution of such tie vote, and
each person so certified as having been chosen by lot shall be deemed
to have received a plurality of the votes cast and shall be deemed to

have been chosen as the nominee of such party to such office or to
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have been elected as a member of the town committee, as the case may
be.

(d) If two or more candidates obtain the same number of votes at a

primary of three or more candidates held to nominate candidates for a

municipal office or to elect members of a town committee, or if two or

more slates of candidates obtain the same number of votes at a

primary held for justices of the peace, and a tie vote thereby occurs,

any of such candidates, or the state chairperson of the political party,

may apply for a recanvass of the returns in the manner provided in

section 9-445. If no such application is made, or if any such recanvass

results in a tie vote, such primary shall stand adjourned for three

weeks at the same hour at which the first election was held. Ballot

labels of the same form and description, as described in chapter 153,

shall be used at such adjourned primary, except that such ballot labels

shall contain only the names of the candidates for whom the same

number of votes were cast at such primary. The adjourned primary

shall be conducted in the same manner as the first primary, except that

the votes shall be cast for such officer only. Ballot labels for such

primary shall be provided forthwith by the clerk of the municipality

wherein such primary stands adjourned, and such clerk shall furnish

the Secretary of the State with an accurate list of all candidates to be

voted for at such adjourned primary. The clerk of the municipality

wherein such primary so stands adjourned shall, not later than three

days prior to the day of such adjourned primary, give notice of the

day, hours, place and purpose thereof by publishing such notice in a

newspaper published in such municipality or having a circulation

therein. No such primary shall be held if prior to such primary all but

one of the candidates for such office die, withdraw their names or for

any reason become disqualified to hold such office, and, in such event,

the remaining candidate shall be deemed to have been chosen as the

nominee of such party to such office. No withdrawal shall be valid

until the candidate who has withdrawn has filed a letter of withdrawal

signed by such candidate with the Secretary of the State or, in the case

of a municipal office, until the candidate who has withdrawn has filed

LCO No. 4745 {D:\Conversion\Tob\s\2007SB-01310-R00-SB.doc } 11 of 14



Raised Bill No. 1310

344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354

355
356

357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365

366
367

368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375

a letter of withdrawal signed by such candidate with the municipal

clerk. When such a primary is required to be held under the provisions

of this section for any office other than a municipal office, and prior to

such election all but one of the candidates for such office die, withdraw

their names or for any reason become disqualified to hold such office,
the Secretary of the State shall forthwith notify the clerk of each

municipality wherein such primary was to have been held of such fact,

and shall forthwith direct each such clerk that such primary shall not

be held. In the case of a multiple opening office only the names of

those candidates whose votes are equal shall be placed on the ballot

label of the adjourned primary.

Sec. 11. Section 3-85 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

After the adjournment of each General Assembly, the Secretary shall
cause all the engrossed bills which have become laws to be bound,
together with any engrossed amendments to the Constitution
proposed by the General Assembly at such session and continued to

the next assembly, in [one volume] suitable volumes, and shall also

record such bills by the title and number in the public records of the
state; and such volume shall be the official record of the acts passed by
the General Assembly at such session and of the amendments to the

Constitution proposed at such session by said General Assembly.

Sec. 12. Section 9-395 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Forthwith upon the certification provided in section 9-391, the
clerk of the municipality shall publish, in a newspaper having a
general circulation in such municipality, the fact of such certification
and that a list of the persons endorsed as candidates is on file in his
office and copies thereof are available for public distribution. If, with
respect to any office or position to be filled, the clerk of the
municipality has failed to receive the certification of the name of any

person as a party-endorsed candidate within the time limited in
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section 9-391, such fact shall be published by the clerk of the
municipality. Together with such information, the clerk shall publish a
notice that a primary will be held for the nomination by such political
party of a candidate for the offices to be filled or for the election of
members of the town committee, as the case may be, if a candidacy is
filed in accordance with the provisions of sections 9-382 to 9-450,
inclusive. Such notice shall specify the final date for the filing of such
candidacy and the date of the primary, shall state where forms for
petitions may be obtained and shall generally indicate the method of
procedure in the filing of such candidacy. The Secretary of the State
shall prescribe the form of such notice. The clerk shall forthwith
publish any change in the party-endorsed candidates, listing such
changes.

(b) In any vear in which a state election is to be held, the notice

described in subsection (a) of this section shall: (1) Be published not

later than the seventy-sixth day preceding the day of the primary, (2)

indicate that certification provided in section 9-391 can be made, and

(3) indicate that a list of persons endorsed as candidates will be on file

in the clerk's office, as provided in subsection (a) of this section. The

requirement contained in subsection (a) of this section to publish the

fact that the clerk of the municipality has failed to receive the

certification of the name of any person as a party-endorsed candidate

within the time limit in section 9-391, shall not apply to the notice

required by this subsection.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage 9-65

Sec. 2 from passage 9-258

Sec. 3 from passage New section

Sec. 4 from passage 9-453n

Sec. 5 from passage 9-50b

Sec. 6 from passage 9-452

Sec. 7 from passage 9-4530(b)
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Sec. 8 from passage 9-453i(a)
Sec. 9 from passage 9-460
Sec. 10 from passage 9-446
Sec. 11 from passage 3-85
Sec. 12 from passage 9-395

Statement of Purpose:
To make certain technical and procedural changes to the election law
statutes.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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