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Referred to Committee on Education

Introduced by:
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AN ACT CONCERNING SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. (Effective from passage) (a) For the fiscal year ending June
30, 2007, the Department of Education shall administer, within
available appropriations, a School Security Assessments Competitive
Grant Program to reimburse towns for certain expenses associated
with assessments or audits of security for the entrances of the schools
under the jurisdiction of the town's school district. The Commissioner
of Education shall determine which expenses are eligible for

reimbursement under the program. Each local and regional board of
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education may, on behalf of its town or its member towns, apply to the
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department for a grant at such time and in such manner as the
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commissioner prescribes.

12 (b) A town may receive a grant equal to a percentage of its eligible
13 expenses. The percentage shall be determined as follows: (1) Each
14  town shall be ranked in descending order from one to one hundred
15  sixty-nine according to town wealth, as defined in subdivision (26) of
16  section 10-262f of the general statutes, (2) based upon such ranking, a

17  percentage of not less than six nor more than eighty shall be assigned
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to each town on a continuous scale, and (3) the town ranked first shall
be assigned a percentage of six and the town ranked last shall be
assigned a percentage of eighty. If there are not sufficient funds to
provide grants to all towns based on the percentage determined
pursuant to this subsection, the commissioner shall prioritize grants to
applicants on behalf of schools with no existing security infrastructure
and applicants on behalf of schools located in priority school districts
pursuant to section 10-266p of the general statutes and subsequently to
those with the greatest need for security infrastructure, as determined
by the commissioner based on an assessment of an applicant's existing
security infrastructure and needs. To be eligible for reimbursement
pursuant to this section, an applicant board of education shall
demonstrate that it has developed and periodically practices an
emergency plan at the schools under its jurisdiction and that such plan
has been developed in concert with applicable state or local first-

responders.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) For the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2007, and each fiscal year thereafter, the Department of
Education shall administer, within available bond authorizations, a
Security Infrastructure Grant Program to reimburse towns for certain
expenses incurred on or after July 1, 2006, in association with the plans,
design, purchase or installation of security infrastructure, such as
surveillance cameras, entry door buzzer systems, scan cards, panic
alarms or other systems in primary entryways to improve security at
the schools under the jurisdiction of the town's school district. The
Commissioner of Education shall determine which expenses are
eligible for reimbursement under the program. Each local and regional
board of education may, on behalf of its town or its member towns,
apply to the department for a grant at such time and in such manner as
the commissioner prescribes provided such expenses are not otherwise

eligible for reimbursement under section 10-283 of the general statutes.

(b) A town may receive a grant equal to a percentage of its eligible

expenses. The percentage shall be determined as follows: (1) Each
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town shall be ranked in descending order from one to one hundred
sixty-nine according to town wealth, as defined in subdivision (26) of
section 10-262f of the general statutes, (2) based upon such ranking, a
percentage of not less than six nor more than eighty shall be assigned
to each town on a continuous scale, and (3) the town ranked first shall
be assigned a percentage of six and the town ranked last shall be
assigned a percentage of eighty. If there are not sufficient funds to
provide grants to all towns based on the percentage determined
pursuant to this subsection, the commissioner shall prioritize grants to
applicants on behalf of schools with no existing security infrastructure
and applicants on behalf of schools located in priority school districts
pursuant to section 10-266p of the general statutes and subsequently to
the applicants with the greatest need for security infrastructure, as
determined by the commissioner based on an assessment of an
applicant's existing security infrastructure and needs. To be eligible for
reimbursement pursuant to this section, an applicant board of
education shall demonstrate that it has developed and periodically
practices an emergency plan at the schools under its jurisdiction and
that such plan has been developed in concert with applicable state or

local first-responders.

Sec. 3. (Effective from passage) (a) For the fiscal year ending June 30,
2007, the Department of Education shall administer, within available
appropriations, a Security Training and Equipment Grant Program to
reimburse towns for certain expenses associated with (1) training of
school personnel in the operation and maintenance of school entryway
security infrastructure, or (2) if deemed appropriate by the grant
recipient, for the purchase of portable entryway security devices,
including, but not limited to, metal detector wands, screening
machines and related training for the use by schools under the
jurisdiction of the town's school district. The Commissioner of
Education shall determine which expenses are eligible for
reimbursement under the program. Each local and regional board of
education may apply, on behalf of its town or its member towns, for a

grant from the department at such time and in such manner as the
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commissioner prescribes.

(b) A town may receive a grant equal to a percentage of its eligible
expenses. The percentage shall be determined as follows: (1) Each
town shall be ranked in descending order from one to one hundred
sixty-nine according to town wealth, as defined in subdivision (26) of
section 10-262f of the general statutes, (2) based upon such ranking, a
percentage of not less than six nor more than eighty shall be assigned
to each town on a continuous scale, and (3) the town ranked first shall
be assigned a percentage of six and the town ranked last shall be
assigned a percentage of eighty. If there are not sufficient funds to
provide grants to all towns based on the percentage determined
pursuant to this subsection, the commissioner shall give first priority
to applicants awarded Security Infrastructure Grant funding pursuant
to section 2 of this act and who are seeking funding for related training
pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section and second
priority to applicants with the greatest need for portable security
devices and related training as determined by the commissioner based
on an assessment of an applicant's existing security infrastructure and
needs and who are seeking funding for portable security devices
pursuant to subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this section. To be
eligible for reimbursement pursuant to this section, an applicant board
of education shall demonstrate that it has developed and periodically
practices an emergency plan at the schools under its jurisdiction and
that such plan has been developed in concert with applicable state or
local first-responders.

Sec. 4. Subsection (b) of section 10-291 of the general statutes is
amended by adding subdivision (5) as follows (Effective July 1, 2007):

(NEW) (5) In the case of a new construction, or extension,
renovation or replacement involving a school entrance, the plans do
not provide for a security infrastructure.

Sec. 5. (Effective July 1, 2007) (a) For the purposes described in
subsection (b) of this section, the State Bond Commission shall have
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the power, from time to time, to authorize the issuance of bonds of the
state in one or more series and in principal amounts not exceeding in

the aggregate ten million dollars.

(b) The proceeds of the sale of said bonds, to the extent of the
amount stated in subsection (a) of this section, shall be used by the
Department of Education for the purpose of administering the Security
Training and Equipment Grant Program pursuant to section 3 of this
act.

(c) All provisions of section 3-20 of the general statutes, or the
exercise of any right or power granted thereby, which are not
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby adopted and
shall apply to all bonds authorized by the State Bond Commission
pursuant to this section, and temporary notes in anticipation of the
money to be derived from the sale of any such bonds so authorized
may be issued in accordance with said section 3-20 and from time to
time renewed. Such bonds shall mature at such time or times not
exceeding twenty years from their respective dates as may be provided
in or pursuant to the resolution or resolutions of the State Bond
Commission authorizing such bonds. None of said bonds shall be
authorized except upon a finding by the State Bond Commission that
there has been filed with it a request for such authorization which is
signed by or on behalf of the Secretary of the Office of Policy and
Management and states such terms and conditions as said commission,
in its discretion, may require. Said bonds issued pursuant to this
section shall be general obligations of the state and the full faith and
credit of the state of Connecticut are pledged for the payment of the
principal of and interest on said bonds as the same become due, and
accordingly and as part of the contract of the state with the holders of
said bonds, appropriation of all amounts necessary for punctual
payment of such principal and interest is hereby made, and the State
Treasurer shall pay such principal and interest as the same become

due.
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Sec. 6. (Effective from passage) The sum of one million dollars is
appropriated to the Department of Education, from the General Fund,
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, for the purpose of carrying out

section 1 of this act.

Sec. 7. (Effective from passage) The sum of four million dollars is
appropriated to the Department of Education, from the General Fund,
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, for the purpose of carrying out
section 3 of this act.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage New section

Sec. 2 from passage New section

Sec. 3 from passage New section

Sec. 4 July 1, 2007 10-291(b)

Sec. 5 July 1, 2007 New section

Sec. 6 from passage New section

Sec. 7 from passage New section

Statement of Purpose:
To provide for a safe learning environment for children in schools.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]

LCO No. 3855 {D:\Conversion\Tob\s\2007SB-01110-R00-SB.doc } 6 of 6



