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General Assembly  Committee Bill No. 6816  
January Session, 2007  LCO No. 4398 

 
 *04398HB06816JUD* 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary  
 

 

Introduced by:  
(JUD)  

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING PRIVATE HEARINGS AND CONFIDENTIAL 
RECORDS AND PAPERS IN FAMILY RELATIONS MATTERS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Section 46b-11 of the general statutes is repealed and the 1 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2007): 2 

[Any] (a) Upon motion of a party or of counsel for a minor child, 3 
any case which is a family relations matter [may] shall be heard [in 4 
chambers or, if a jury case,] in a courtroom from which the public and 5 
press have been excluded, [if the judge hearing the case determines 6 
that the welfare of any children involved or the nature of the case so 7 
requires. The] except upon order of the court if the court determines 8 
that the public interest requires that the hearing of the matter shall not 9 
be private.  10 

(b) The records and other papers in any family relations matter 11 
[may] shall be [ordered by the court to be kept] confidential and shall 12 
not [to] be open to inspection, except upon order of the court [or judge 13 
thereof for cause shown] if the court determines that (1) the public 14 
interest requires that the records and other papers shall not be 15 
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confidential, or (2) disclosure of the records and other papers is 16 
required for use in the prosecution or defense of the matter. Records 17 
and papers disclosed pursuant to this section shall not be further 18 
disclosed.  19 

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 51-164x of the general statutes is 20 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 21 
October 1, 2007): 22 

(a) Any person affected by a court order which prohibits any person 23 
from attending any session of court, except any session of court 24 
conducted pursuant to section 46b-11, as amended by this act, [46b-49,] 25 
46b-122 or 54-76h or any other provision of the general statutes under 26 
which the court is authorized to close proceedings, whether at a 27 
pretrial or trial stage, shall have the right to the review of such order 28 
by the filing of a petition for review with the Appellate Court within 29 
seventy-two hours from the issuance of such court order. 30 

Sec. 3. Section 46b-49 of the general statutes is repealed. (Effective 31 
October 1, 2007) 32 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 October 1, 2007 46b-11 
Sec. 2 October 1, 2007 51-164x(a) 
Sec. 3 October 1, 2007 Repealer section 
 
Statement of Purpose:   
To provide that the hearing of family relations matters shall be private 
upon motion of a party or counsel for a minor child, and that the 
records and papers in such matters shall be confidential unless 
disclosure is determined by the court to be (1) in the public interest, or 
(2) required to prosecute or defend the matter.  

 

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, 
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is 
not underlined.] 
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Co-Sponsors:  REP. KLARIDES, 114th Dist.  
 
H.B. 6816         


