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The Department of Public Health opposes House Bill 5419.

Temporary food service events present a greater risk for foodborne disease because of the
large volume of food prepared, the generaily lower level of knowledge of safe commercial food
preparation practices among volunteer food workers, and the already less stringent requirements

for the physical facilities.

The largest Salmonelia outbreak in Connecticut’s history occurred at a temporary event as
a result of food prepared by a nonprofit organization. Poor personal hygiene among food workers
is the second most common risk factor for foodborne disease according to CDC data and relaxing
the requirements for toilets would likely resuit in hygiene problems for temporary food workers.
Extending the maximum time period for permits and modifying the toilet requirement will increase

the risk of foodborne disease to the public.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s views on this hill.
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