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Senate Bill No. 1456, An Act Concerning the Compensation of Persons 
Wrongfully Convicted and lncarcerated and House Bill No. 6673, An Act 
Compensating James C. Tillman for His Wrongful Conviction and Incarceration. 

The Office of Chief Public Defender strongly supports Senate Bill IVo. 1456 (Raised) An 
Act Concerning the Compensation of Persons Wrongfully Convicted and lncarcerated 
and House Bill No. 6673, An Act Compensating James C. Tillman for His Wrongful 
Conviction and Incarceration. While the Office of Chief Public Defender certainly 
supports an award of monetary compensation for Mr. Tillman and any other person in a 
similar situation, we do not represent Mr. Tillman with respect to any claims for 
compensation he may make and have not advocated for him on this issue. Accordingly, 
we take no position as to what "just" compensation would be. At the same time, 
however, we do have some insight into the issues that a wrongly incarcerated person 
may face upon release and we ask that strong consideration be given to providing such 
a person with support services that are necessary to ease the transition from an 
incarcerated life to freedom. 

While this is not an exhaustive list, some issues for which supportive services should be 
provided are: 

1. housing; 
2. job training; 
3. living expenses; 
4. health benefits; and, 
5. a support network, including, mental health counseling and treatment. 



Some of these may not be necessary in every case, but they should be available in 
every case if such supportive services are needed. As Mr. Tillman's case has 
demonstrated, even if there is to be monetary compensation in a case, it may well be 
that such compensation is not immediately forthcoming. Thus, you could have a person 
released after an extended wrorrgful incarceration who has no money, no job, no health 
benefits and no support network. These are needs that should be immediately 
addressed to help ensure a successful and smooth transition as possible. 


