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In recent years the conservatorship process has come under considerable public 
scrutiny, and has been the object of much criticism. The appointment of an involuntary 
conservator has a significant impact on the basic rights of the individual who is the 
subject of such an application. Fundamental due process considerations require that we 
safeguard the rights of these individuals to the maximum extent possible. There is 
disagreement regarding the justification of the charges leveled against the probate 
courts. But the nature and extent of the criticism warrants that the probate system does 
a thorough evaluation of existing conservatorship practices and procedures. 

For that purpose, I called upon one of our most experienced and respected judges, 
Judge Robert Killian of the Hartford Probate Court, to chair a committee to review the 
involuntary conservatorship statutes and recommend possible revisions. Judge Killian 
assembled a diverse committee. Its members include representatives of the legal and 
medical professions, hospitals, relevant state agencies, legal advocacy groups and 
academicians. 'These individuals met numerous times over the last several months, and 
gave freely of their time and effort in conducting a complete re-examination of the 
existing statutes. They have engaged in critical and spirited debate on a variety of 
proposals for change. 

Substitute language for this bill is the product of their efforts. Given the diversity of 
interests and perspectives represented, it should come as no surprise that this bill 
involves much compromise. Few, perhaps, would argue that this bill is perfect or ideal. 



Yet, that is its greatest strength. This diverse group worked closely together in a spirit of 
compromise, to maximize protection for the rights of some of our most unfortunate and 
vulnerable citizens. The results represent an honest effort to move the probate system 
forward, preserving some of its positive aspects, while providing additional protection for 
individual rights. 

I applaud the efforts of Judge Killian and his committee, and I believe 'that their 
proposals are worthy of our support. I urge the members of the Judiciary Corr~niittee to 
amend this bill with the language given to you today and favorably pass the bill. 


