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Senator Andrew McDonald, Chair 
Representative Michael Lawlor, Chair 
Joint Committee on Judiciary 
Room 2500, Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 061 06 

RE: Raised Bill 1433 - An Act Concerning Alcohol Education and Treatment 

Dear Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and Members of the Committee: 

My name is James Ruane and I am an attorney admitted to practice in Connecticut since 1998. I 
am a member of the Connecticut Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, a statewide organization of 
over 300 practicing attorneys who focus on the defense of criminal charges. I myself devote the entirety 
of my practice to DUI defense, hold certification in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
Standardized Field Sobriety Tests and I am certified by the US Department of Transportation to 
administer breath testing on the Intoxilyzer 5000. I currently serve as the Connecticut State Delegate to 
the National College for DUI Defense, a national organization of DUI defense lawyers. 

On behaIfof the membership of the CCDLA, I am here to voice our support for Raised Bill 1433. 

Currently, the alcohol education program , Conn. Gen. Stat 5 54-56g, specifically prohibits 
persons who hold a Commercial Driver's License fi-om gaining access to the benefits of such a program 
if they would otherwise qualify. The prohibition serves no rational purposes, as it does not distinguish 
between those persons charged with DUI who hold the commercial license and merely operate their own 
personal vehicle and those persons who are actively operating a commercial vehicle while under the 
influence. 

This bill fixes that problem, and serves to guarantee that those persons who hold Commercial 
Driver's licenses will attend even more counseling in alcohol and driving than those persons who hold 
regular licenses. That is appropriate given the nature of the trust we place in persons who hold 
commercial driver's licenses. 

The change in the statute in the last year has thrown our courts into widely varying resolutions. 
Some courts have permitted persons to surrender their license, but recent internal decisions within the 
DMV by the Director of Branch Operations have halted that process:' This bill would solve the dilemma 
faced by persons who may have obtained the commercial endorsement for job purposes years ago, but 
now do not use that designation. In essence, prior to this bill, you leave persons charged with DUI no 
alternative but to take the case to trial to avoid a conviction. Now, they could avail themselves of an 
educational program which serves the greater good and does not serve to clog our dockets and trial lists. 

Very truly yours, 

James 0. Ruane 


