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Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding Raised Bill Number 127 1, which bill seeks 
to amend sections 15- 13 1 and 15- 154 of the Connecticut General Statutes to require vessels to keep out of 
the way of a law enforcement vessel using an audible signal device or flashing blue lights. The 
Department supports this bill. 

The Department supports Raised Bill Number 1271 as it will increase both the safety of the public and 
law enforcement vessel personnel by requiring that vessels keep out of the way of a law enforcement 
vessel when such vessel's signal device is audible or its blue lights are flashing. Further, it will clarifL the 
responsibility of vessel operators with respect to law enforcement authority, thereby reducing the 
potential for an accident. In addition, this bill will enable law enforcement to hold persons who fail to 
yield to marine law enforcement vessels accountable. Finally, it will bring boating law into conformance 
with motor vehicle law with respect to yielding to emergency vehicles when such vehicles are engaged in 
emergency response activity. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal. If you should require any additional 
information, please contact Tom Tyler, Legislative Program Manager, at 424-3099 or Robert La France at 
424-340 1. 
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