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TO: MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
FROM: CONNECTICUT TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (CTLA) 
DATE: MARCH 23,2007 

RE; COMMENT ON COMMITTEE BILL 974 - AN ACT LIMITING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACCESS TO RECORDED INFORMATION IN "BLACK BOX" 
EVENT DATA RECORDERS IN MOTOR VEHICLES 

The CTLA has concerns with raised bill 974, and respectfully coilteilds that the bill should be defeated 
or al~ended. 

* As cui~ently drafted, this proposal goes beyond the stated intent of its title and limits access to 
event data recorders (EDR's) not only to law eilforcement but to anyone who inay have an interest 
in obtaiiliilg the data, such as victiins of inotor vehicle accidents. 

* In civil causes of action alisiilg from inotor vehicle accidents, whether they be private inotor 
vehicles or coilxllercial trucks, it is iihpoi-tant for all sides involved, as well as the judge and jury, 
to have access to as much iilfonnation as possible. 

* When accident recoilstructioil is necessary to prove who was at fault or how much damage was 
done, not l~aving access to iilfoimlatioil coiltailled in an EDR if one is present can hinder the jury 
fkoin making ail infonlled decision. 

* The way this proposal is written, a tol-tfeasor (wrongdoer) would be able to access the EDR, 
deteimiile if the infoilnation coiltailled within is helpful or l~ui-tful to their defense, and the11 decide 
whether or not to provide ille plaintiff and the court with the writtell coilsellt it would need to also 
obtain the info~~llation. 

It is the CTLAYs belief that this proposal could be inore nasowly drafted to achieve its purpose 
without causing the unailticipated consequences outlined above. The language in the file copy of last 
year's proposal SB.592, File No. 609, inay be a good starting point to explore substitute language 
options. 

WE RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU TO OPPOSE OR AMEND COR/LMITTEE BILL 974. 


