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The Office of Chief Public Defender is opposed to R.B. No. 7313-An Act Concerning 
Domestic Violence as drafted. However, this office has been meeting with the 
proponents in an effort to reach an agreement that would protect the victim of domestic 
violence without violating the constitutional rights of a person arrested for a domestic 
violence offense. The bill as drafted would permit police officers to set non-financial 
conditions of release for persons charged with domestic violence offenses. While it 
appears that more persons may be released after arrest, the Office of Chief Public 
Defender has concerns which have been expressed in previous testimony during the 
2006 legislative session and during meetings with the proponents. 

Current law provides a procedure for law enforcement to contact a bail commissioner to 
interview a person who is arrested. See, C.G.S. §54-63d, Release by bail commissioner. 
Information, files and reports held by Court Support Services Division. The bail 
commissioner is authorized to set non-financial conditions of release in appropriate 
cases. However, bail commissioners are not always available during certain overnight 
periods. The concern of this office is that, if the bill as drafted is adopted, there will be 
further discussion between the police and the defendant which may increase the risk 
that potentially incriminating information could be inadvertently disclosed by the 
defendant. This office believes that additional bail commissioners and increased 
availability of bail commissioners are needed. Further, this office believes that bail 



commissioners, and not the police who arrested the person, are the most appropriate 
parties to interview a defendant and set such conditions. This office will continue 
discussions with the proponents and judicial to seek a resolution on this issue which is 
agreeable to all, if possible. 

Lastly, it is important that the defendant understand whatever non-financial conditions 
of release are being set. This is so not only to provide notice to the defendant of any 
condition that is being set, but for public safety. Otherwise there is a strong likelihood 
that non-English speaking defendants who do not understand the conditions of release 
could violate such. Discussions with the proponents of the bill and the police chiefs 
have revealed that there is a translation service that is available which is utilized by the 
police in these circumstances. Utilization of such a service will assist in assuring that a 
defendant with a condition of release not to return to his/her home complies with such. 

The Office of Chief Public Defender respectfully requests that this bill not receive a joint 
favorable vote as drafted at this time pending the result of efforts of this office and 
interested parties to reach an agreement, if possible. 


