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H.B. 7286 -- Condominium conversion relocation assistance 
Judiciary Committee public hearing -- March 5, 2007 

Testimoney of Raphael L. Podolsky 

Recorr~mended Committee action: APPROVAL OF 'THE BILL 

The Connecticut Condominium Conversion Act was originally adopted in 1980 at the 
height of the condominium conversion movement. It was replaced in 1983 by a more 
comprehensive law, the Common Interest Ownership Act (CIOA), which includes 
substantially the same provisions on condominium conversion. CIOA applies to 
condominium conversions which took place on or after January 1, 1984. The older act 
applies to earlier conversions. Both acts provide protections for renters who are displaced 
by condon~inium conversions. Displacement is most common when tenants cannot afford 
(or do not want) to buy their unit and cannot afford the new rents if they stay. In particular, 
the acts provide relocation assistance to tenants with annual adjusted gross incomes of less 
than $21,000 if unmarried or less than $25,000 if married. The amount of the payment is 
the higher of $1,000 or two months rent. 

These numbers are unchanged since 1983, while the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
had risen 162.4% by November, 2006. Little attention was paid to this in the 1990s when 
there were few conversions, but since 2004 there has been a significant rise in the number 
of apartments converted to condominiums statewide: 

The irnpact has been greatest in lower Fairfield County, where in 2006 396 units were 
converted in Greenwich and 228 in Stamford. According to the Greenwich Time, tenants at 
two large Greenwich apartment complexes, most of whom are seniors, are facing average 
rent increases of 70% (Putnam Green) and 27% Weaver's Hill as a result of a conversion. 
Many of them are challenging the increases through litigation. 

This bill updates the income levels and dollar amounts for eligibility for condominium 
conversion relocation assistance by approximately the CPI increase since 1983. This 
translates to an income eligibility maximum of $56,000 ($66,000 for married couples) and a 
minimum relocation payment of $2,700. 1 urge your support for the bill. I also suqqest 
amendins C.G.S. 47-213 to include the relocation assistance provisions of C.G.S. 47-287 in 
the parts of COlA to which an automatic annual CPI adiustment applies and amendinq 
C.G.S. 47-88d to cross-reference to incorporate the same automatic adiustment. 



Condominium conversions by year 

Leading towns ! 1999-2006) Leading; towns (2006) 

Stamford 418 
Greenwich 398 
New Haven 160 
West Hartford 123 
Hartford 113 

Greenwich 3 96 
Stamford 228 

Total 
Year Units Condos Units Town Name 
1999 36 2 24 Manchester Cranberry Hollow 

12 New Haven Prospect Woods 

2000 45 1 45 Nonvalk Windsay 

2001 26 2 16 Mystic Randall's Wharf 
10 Hartford Gatling Arms 

New Haven 
Glastonbury 

Fairf~eld 
Mystic 
Kent 
Stonington 
Stamford 
Stamford 
Greenwich 
New Canaan 

Stamford 
Nonvich 
New Haven 
Nonvich 
Clinton 
Hartford 
Nonvalk 
West Hartford 

West Hartford 
Hartford 
New London 
Waterbury 

West Street Cooperative 
Addison Pond 

Sunnyridge 
Broadway School 
Riverview 
White Sails 
Bedford Commons 
Glenway Court A 
Davis Avenue Common 
Stewart Place 

The Biltmore 
Sunnyridge 
Ashton Woods 
Sunnyside East 
Canterbury Common 
Biltmore Commons 
Milligan Mews 
Courtyard Manor 

Condos at Center Court 
Webster 
Harbor Club 
Scottwood 



Total 
Units Condos Units Town 

21 New Haven 
13 West Hartford 
12 Ledyard 
9 Stamford 
9 New Haven 
6 Norwalk 
6 West Hartford 
5 Wethersfield 
3 Southport 
3 Danbury 
2 Thompson 
2 Plainville 
2 New Canaan 
2 Burlington 
1 Stratford 

Greenwich 
Stamford 
Greenwich 
Stamford 
Ledyard 
West Hartford 
Madison 
New Haven 
Northford 
New Haven 
Nonvich 
Stamford 
Stamford 
Manchester 
New Canaan 
Mystic 
Mystic 

Name 
Center West 
9 Concord Street 
Iron Gate Ledyard 
Twin Maples Condominiums 
1 17 Wooster 
16 Byington Place 
Robin Road 
Eziekial Williams Homestead 
Southport Estates 
Third Street 
Riverfside Drive 
Kristin 
Mill Pond 
Bickham Way 
Verona Estates 

Source: Department of Economic and Community Development 

Greenwich Place 
The Classic 
Greenwich Oaks 
Windemere Apartments 
Heritage 
Prospect Place 
Beach Tree 
441 Chapel , 

Northford 
The Grand Olive 
Valley 
Mariners Walk 
Brown Avenue East 
Cooper Street Association 
1 1 - 13 East Hills 
Gold Star - North 
Gold Star - South 

Prepared by Raphael L. Podolsky, March 5,2007 


