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Good morning Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and the distinguished members of the 
Judiciary Committee, my name is Joyce Mascena and I am testifying on behalf of the 
Connecticut Town Clerks Association (CTCA). I am also the Town Clerk of Glastonbury. I am 
here today to testify in support of House Bill 7152, "An Act Concerning the Recording of 
Instruments by Town Clerks." 

Our Association sincerely appreciates this committee raising House Bill 7152 for consideration. 
This legislation addresses several issues that will not only make the day-to-day operations in 
Town Clerks' offices run with greater efficiency but best serves our customers. This legislation 
will amend existing duties as they pertain to the processing of land records. 

Section 1 and 3 of this bill will allow Town Clerks to replace a very outdated process of hand 
stamping release notations in book form on mortgages and liens by replacing this with the use of 
computerization that links the release back to the original mortgage or lien. Currently, many 
Connecticut clerks have upgraded their indexing systems and are using this technology while 
continuing to hand stamp the books, thus performing 'double duty'. Consumers, title searchers, 
and all end-users find using the computer index much easier than using the book indexes when 
locating land record documents. As we move into the 'paperless future' with the use of 
technology, books and hand stamping are becoming obsolete. 

Section 2 of the bill will require a data block for the clerk to perform their recording duties by 
requiring a three-fourths of an inch blank margin surrounding each page of each instrument. The 



margin will guaranty the necessary space for clerks to add the date, time, and book and page to 
the instrument. 

We are also requesting that the return address and the name and address of the preparer of each 
recorded instrument be located on the front of the first page. By requiring this, the data becomes 
easy to obtain when needed at a future time. 

Over the past summer and fall, our committee reached out to various user groups and has gone 
through several drafts of this proposal before reaching the one that you see before you today. 
Those groups are Connecticut Attorney Title Insurance Company (CATIC), Title Insurance 
Association, Connecticut Bar Association, Connecticut Bankers Association, Connecticut 
Mortgage Bankers and the State of Connecticut Public Records Administrator's Office. 

We firmly believe that with the passage of this legislation it will enable our offices to be as 
efficient as possible for our users through the use of technology. 

I have submitted written testimony today and I understand that CATIC, the Title Insurance 
Association, Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) and the Public Records 
Administrator's Office have submitted or will be submitted supporting testimony as well. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify, I would be pleased to answer any questions that you 
may have. 


