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HB 6673, AN ACT COMPENSATING JAMES C. TILLMAN FOR HIS WRONGFUL 
CONVICTION AND INCARCERATION 

Good afternoon Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and members of the Judiciary 
committee. 

My name is Dr. Bruce E. Douglas, executive director of the Capitol Region Education 
Council. I am here today to speak in support of House Bill 6673, an act compensating 
James Tillman for his wrongful conviction and incarceration. 

I know an important part of your deliberations concerns how James would have faired 
had he not been wrongfully imprisoned. I am here to say that I strongly believe that 
James would have been a very successful man had he not been incarcerated. His 
contributions to the community would have been immeasurable. 

In the short time I have known James, he has impressed me greatly. I have found him to 
be remarkable and inspirational. He is reliable, and a man of his word. He illustrated that 
attribute almost two decades ago by his refusal to plead guilty to a crime he did not 
commit. I also find him to be very humble, extremely spiritual, and moral. 

He started at CREC as a part-time file clerk. He is now employed full-time, also serving 
as a fingerprinting technician. His co-workers and visitors consider him very detailed 
oriented and extremely pleasant. He is a conscientious and motivated individual. 

In addition to his regular duties, James is being prepared as a public speaker by our 
agency. As many of you know, James has been speaking publicly about faith and 
forgiveness since his release. We are helping him get assignments addressing 
schoolchildren all around the state. During those talks, he discusses justice, injustice, and 
hope. He is making a very positive impact on the lives of many children through this new 
program. 



I mention this initiative because I believe it illustrates how James' work ethic has allowed 
him taken advantage of the opportunities presented to him. I believe that if he had not 
been robbed years ago of the opportunity to pursue a career, he would be a leader in his 
field of choice. He has always made the most of the opportunities that have come his 
way. 

James never had the chance to pursue his ambitions of having a career and a family; he 
lost the opportunity to be a part of our community. There may be critics who might point 
to his flaws and the minor skirmishes of his youth. But as a teacher of 35 years, I have 
seen countless young people turn their lives around and become very successful - that 
includes myself, and many of us in this room. 

Given the chance, James would have served as a mentor, a coach, a teacher, a community 
and church leader. He would have been a force for good. He would have touched lives 
and made our world a better place as he is doing now. I am urging you all to support this 
bill because we still owe him that opportunity. 

Thank you. 


