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Testimony of Robert Scotti in Opposition to Committee Bill No. 5675, 

AN ACT CONCERNING THE DURATION OF PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATIONS 

Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and members of the Committee: 

My name is Robert Scotti. I live in Cromwell, CT. I was the conservator for my father, also 
Robert Scotti, who passed away last Fall. He died of a systemic staph infection that went 
untreated while he was committed against his will and the wishes of his family, to the psychiatric 
ward at John Dempsey Hospital. I had entreated the hospital doctors to move him back to the 
regular medical floor of the hospital so that he could get appropriate treatment. The doctors told 
me that there was no basis for a medical admission. He was dead two days later. 

The psychiatric floor of John Dempsey Hospital is full of people in their late 70's and 80's. They 
are people who have been admitted from nursing homes or assisted living facilities, with 
behavioral problems due to dementia. When my father went into the hospital, he could walk. 
They had my father on so many medications he could not open his eyes, much less get out of bed. 
He had barely eaten during his entire hospital admission. If the purpose of this bill is to extend 
the time people like my father can be involuntarily committed and drugged up, without even a 
hearing, I ask you to vote against it. 

Please vote against increasing the time a person can be committed to a psychiatric institution 
without a hearing. I can be reached at 860-4.16-9013 if you have any questions. 


