
TO: Committee on Human Services 

DATE: March 13,2007 

RE: Raised Bill No. 1382 AN ACT CONCERNING PROFESSIONAL 

ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS PROVIDING CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE 

Members of the committee: 

My name is Shirley Brandon and I operate a licensed in home day care in 

Windsor. 

I urge you to support Raised Bill No. 1382, AN ACT CONCERNING 

PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS PROVIDING CHILD CARE 

ASSISTANCE 

I am in my 3gth year of providing daycare services in my home. When it was time 

for me to return from maternity leave after the birth of my first child, I decided that 

I would not return to work and instead would care for my daughter at home. My 

sister also had a young child at the time, and so I took care of my niece as well. 

My in-home daycare had begun, and within a few months I was hooked. This is 

rewarding work, and I made it my career. There have been many children 

through my doors over the years, and now I care for four - two young children 

and two school age children. The farr~ilies I serve chose in-home care because 

they know that care in my home is of high quality and has a consistent face. 

Fourteen years ago I began taking early childliood education classes. I studied 

,the way children learn and I apply those principles to my daycare. In home day 

care providers can make a real change, and I consider my work to be my 

contribution to the world. The children come to me open and ready to learn. 



They'll let you teach them all day if you know how. The children in my home are 

surrounded by educational toys, books, and videos. 

I pay for all of these things out of my pocket. My education makes me better able 

to prepare the children for .their future, and similar education would help other 

providers, but the state doesn't make money available for training. The books, 

games, and toys I purchase create an environment where the children can learn, 

discover, and grow. Not all providers can afford to purchase these things, yet the 

state doesn't make money available for educational materials. The grants 

provided in Raised Bill No. 1382 are critical to making sure all children who 

receive in-home childcare have access to quality care. 

If I were getting started today, I might not become a provider. Not because I don't 

love the work, but because it is expensive and difficult and there is no support. I 

know of many providers who quit because they were not given the tools they 

needed to do their job. With collective bargaining through a representative of our 

choice we will be able to work with the state to ensure providers have what they 

need to give the best possible childcare. 

I urge you to support Raised Bill No. 1382. 

Shirley Brandon 

71 Glenwood Drive, Windsor 

(860) 285-8 1 65 


