
State of Connettitut 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

STATE CAPITOL 
HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 061 06-1 591 

REPRESENTATIVE DENISE W. MERRILL 
FlFTY-FOURTH DISTRICT 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING 
ROOM 2700 

HARTFORD, CT 061 06-1 591 
HOME: (860) 424131 1 

CAPITOL: (860) 240-8500 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-842-1 902 

FAX: (860) 2400206 
E-mail: Denise.Merrill@cga.ct.gov 

Testimony of 
Representative Denise M e d ,  54& District 

Before the 

CHAIRMAN 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMllTEE 

MEMBER 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

ADVANCEMENT COMMllTEE 
LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT COMMllTEE 

Human services committee 
Tuesday, Mazch IS, 2007 

SB 1343, An Ad Concerning Compassionate &re for Victims of Sexual Assault 

Good morning Senator Harris, Representative Villano, and members of the Human 
Services Committee. I am here today in support of SB 1343, An Act Concerning 
Compassionate Care for Victims of Sexual Assault. 

I support this legislation because it has become necessary for us to clarify state law 
regarding a standard of care for all women who seek emergency room treatment for any 
purpose, but especially in the wake of a sexual assault. Last year when this issue was 
raised in legislation, questions arose about the extent of the problem. Was there really 
refusal to provide emergency contraception at the state's hospitals? Which hospitals? 
Was it just the Catholic hospitals? (Some of which, in one particular archdiocese have 
now gone on record as explicitly stating that they will not administer this over-the- 
counter medication, even to a victim of rape in an emergency room setting.) 

Accordingly, a survey was conducted earlier this year to seek the answers. The survey 
results show that during the fist  six months of 2006,40% of rape victims were not 
offered or did not receive the full dose of emergency contraception, at both secular and 
religious hospitals. Yet, according to the nation's leading medical associations, including 
the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecologists (ACOG), the American Medical 
Association (AMA), the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO), offering emergency contraception to prevent 
pregnancy as soon as possible after rape is the accepted medical standard of care 
throughout the country. 



This strongly supports the need for the legislation before you today. Accepted national 
standards of care indicate that emergency contraception is the safe, legal, prescribed 
standard of care for women who are victims of sexual assault. Physicians and their 
patients, not hospitals, nor religious dicta, should determine appropriate treatment. This 
is especially true in an emergency situation, since women who are taken by ambulance to 
an emergency room do not have a choice of hospitals. 

The survey also shows clearly that this is not simply an issue of Catholic hospitals 
deciding on their own protocols, but rather a more widespread issue. Last year, some 
presented this as an issue of religious freedom of hospitals, citing the Catholic church's 
opposition to birth control medications of this kind as the objection. 

First, hospitals are not churches. In today's health care world, they are important public 
institutions, receiving a substantial amount of public funds to serve the public - all of the 
public. We are dependent on them to provide unbiased, high quality care - particularly 
emergency room care. Doctors must be allowed the full ability of their profession to 
prescribe whatever medication or procedure is medically necessary or desired under an 
appropriate standard of care. The women of Connecticut should expect that when they 
enter a hospital they are being provided with all legal healthcare options, especially 
during such a medically sensitive time as in the wake of a sexual (and potentially 
dangerous physical) assault. 

It has been suggested that hospitals that refuse to follow the standard of care based on 
religious concerns should be able to do so, but that they should then opt out of public 
funding. I do not support this idea, because I know that we need all of our hospitals to 
perform at a high level. They are a critical part of the public infrastructure for health care 
in this state. But they must provide care for all who come, and not let the religious 
beliefs of their Board members control medical treatment. The faith of the patient not the 
institution should matter when providing emergency care. 

Emergency contraception is nothing short of a modem miracle, one that provides benefits 
to victims of rape, one of society's most heinous crimes, that can't be overstated. What 
more temble thing can any of us imagine than to become impregnated by one's assailant! 
These women have a right to safe, legal medications if they decide to take them. 

Please support SB 1343, An Act Concerning Compassionate Care for Victims of Sexual 
Assault so that we can be assured that victims of rape have every opportunity to avoid the 
potential lifelong consequences of such a heinous attack. 


