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Senator Harris, Representative Villano, and members of the Human Services Committee, my name is Shelly Nolan. I 
am a Sexual Assault Victim Advocate for the Hartford Sexual Assault Crisis Service a program-of the YWCA New 
Britain. I am in full support of SB1343 AN ACT CONCERNING COMPASSIONATE'CARE FOR VICTIMS OF SEXUAL 
ASSAULT. The YWCA New Britain provides services to all towns in Hartford County plus Plymouth and part of Tolland 
County. During the past 2006-2007 fiscal year, I have personally accompanied 6 survivors of sexual assault, and their 
families, to various hospitals throughout the region. While each case was different, I would like to share two specific 
experiences that highlight the difference that compassionate care can make following an assault. 

In one instance, I accornpanied a young woman to a local hospital at 3 a.m. She had sought medical attention with the 
understanding that the medical professionals would provide her with the best services available. Prior to the start of the 
evidence collection kit, the nurse explained her options. She was overwhelmed, exhausted, and scared. The option of 
emergency contraception was never offered or discussed. When she questioned the nurse about Emergency 
Conception, the nurse casually responded that "yes the pill can cause abortion." She looked to me for further 
information. I explained to her the facts about emergency conception; that it does not affect an existing pregnancy and 
that if she does decide to take EC the longer she waits the less effective it will be. The thought of becoming pregnant 
and carrying the child of her rapist was something she was unwilling to do. Upon discharge, this woman left the hospital 
with no support of family or friends, no money, and no ride. Had EC not been provided to her by the Emergency Room 
she would have had no means to obtain it. Had I not been present to advocate for this young woman she would have 
left the hospital without information, without the means to address an urgent health care need. 

On another occasion, I accompanied a woman to a different local hospital. In this instance, the nurse discussed all the 
woman's options with her. She explained ,the protocols regarding STD prophylaxis, pregnancy, and emergency 
contraception. The client explained that pregnancy was something she had not even thought about. She had been so 
concerned about other things that it had not even been a thought that she could become pregnant from her rape. Again, 
thismotion wasan extremely emotional one for her to process. After several minutes, she responded that taking 
emergency contraception was not a choice but a necessity. Based on the ability of the nurse to provide this client with 
appropriate and non-biased information, the women left with emergency contraception. 

'The need for all women to receive compassionate care is a necessity. Following an assault, it is the job of medical 
personnel to provide survivors with accurate medical options, allowing each individual the opportunity to make the choice 
that is best for them. Absent of these choices, we impose our own personal viewpoints on individuals who seek out help 
when they need it most. It is unfair of any of us to assume that those individuals, who have just survived an assault, 
have the information they must have in order to make this choice. It is a further assumption that all people have the 
resources and the means to obtain EC in ways other than receiving it at the ER that is closest or most convenient for 
them. When a rape victim wants emergency contraception, she deserves to have it with out delay and without judgment. 

In an ideal world, the need for this discussion would not exist. However, in our society we must deal with the horrors of 
sexual violence on a daily basis. Within our power, we cannot control individuals who choose to perpetrate such acts of 
violence against others; however, we can control the type of care that survivors receive when they tum to state licensed, 
public hospitals for help. 

'Thank you for your consideration. 


