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Good afternoon, Senator Harris, Representative Villano, and distinguished members of the 
Human Services committee. My name is Cheri Bragg, and I am a registered voter from 
Manchester, CT. I am submitting testimony today in favor of SB 1338, An Act Concerning a 
Cost of Living Increase for Private Providers of Health and Human Services. 

I have worked for a private, non-profit mental health agency for almost six years. I work with 
adults who have a diagnosis of mental illness andfor substance abuse in a psychosocial setting. I 
received my bachelor's degree in Human Development and Family Relations from UCONN. I 
am also a single parent. Although I have received raises, they have not kept pace with the cost of 
living. When I started working in this field in 1991, I read a statistic which stated that in order to 
afford the average two-bedroom apartment in Connecticut (with the exception of Fairfield 
County), you needed to e&n over $14.00 per hour. I did not earn that amount, but assumed that 
if I worked hard I would hopefully be able to increase the amount of pay I earned and catch up 
with or pass that minimum affordable housing rate. 

Just recently I read a revamped statistic: According to the Connecticut Housing Coalition and 
the National Low Income Housing Coalitions' report "Out of Reach, 2005", a person would have 
to be earning $19.30 per hour to afford the average two-bedroom in Connecticut at the Fair 
Market Rate (I believe it is over $20 per hour today). I do not earn that much. In fact, the gap 
between what I make and what I would need to earn on average to afford a two-bedroom 
apartment, has widened in the past 7 years. 

I just completed my tax return. Year after year I continue to qualify for Earned Income Credit 
despite wage increases and the fact that this is based on a Federal determination of low income, 
not Connecticut's figures (which if calculated would be even higher). 

Why do I keep working in this field? I love my job. I have experienced having a family 
member diagnosed with a mental illness which makes me even further vested in doing my job 
and striving to do it well. I believe that good mental health is critical to the future of our families, 
communities, and our Nation. Without things like safe, affordable housing and adequate health 
services, the people I work with will not have a chance for recovery. I often see people making 
decisions between paying for prescriptions or food. I see people struggle with homelessness or 
lack of safe, affordable housing. I know that my family has been fortunate in comparison to 
many, but without some family assistance, I fear that I too would have to struggle with some of 
the same issues. I have also considered that I may need to leave the field I love in order to do 
what is in the best financial interests of my family. 

I have also seen a large turnover of employees in the last six years. Most of the people I 
worked with six years ago are gone. Most of them have moved on to State positions which pay 
upwards of 60% more than similar positions at a non-profit agency. It's time to fix these 
inequities. Non-profit providers provide many of the same services State agencies do, often in 
areas where no State services are available. Non-profit agencies have been squeezed for too 



long. Without proper funding, not only will existing employees continue to seek out other jobs, 
but many will be forced to cut services or close their doors altogether. Many have already. 
Without these non-profit agencies in place, the financial and human cost would be unacceptable. 

Thank you for your time in reading my testimony. 

Please vote in favor of SB1338. 
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