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Good afternoon Senator Harris, Representative Villano and members of the Ifmm 
Services Committee. My name is Melissa Marshall. I am the Executive Director of 
Advocacy Unlimited (AU). AU is a consumer controlled organization that empowers 
individuals with psychiatric disabilities through education in self, systems and legislative 
advocacy. 

I am here today to support House Bill 1338, AAC A COST OF LNING INCREASE 
FOR PRIVATE PROVIDERS OF HEALTH AND HUMATV SERVICES. The state 
relies on mn-profits to provide a wide array of services to Comdc&'s residents in 
need. Howevw, it has failed to adequately h d  them. The lack of a Cost of living 
Adjustment (COLA) amounts to a budget cut to vital services. 

This is not addressed by the proposed low wage pool as it only addmsa programs 
funded by DhrlER, DMHAS and DCF, omitting scores of program. In addition, the low 
wage pool fails to addresses idhstmcture needs and operating expenses. 

We urge you to fhvorably consider House Bill 1338. Thank you for you attention. 

"Building a grassroots advocacy network from the inside out." 


