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Senator Harris, Representative Villano, other members of the Human Services Commitree, 
thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Llonia Gordon. I am a student at 
University of Connecticut School of Social Work and the MSW Representative on the board 
of director's of the Connecticut Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers 
(NASW-CT). 

I am here to today to offer my support of Senate Bill 146 AIV ACT CREATIIVG AN EARNED 
INCOME CREDIT AGAINST THE PERSONAL INCOME TAX. 

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) offers one of the best opportunities to increase the 
incomes of working families and help them be economically self-sufficient. The EITC also 
provides an excellent opportunity for working families to invest in the future by saving for a 
home, a car, or higher education. A family's investment is an investment in the Connecticut 
economy. Studies show that when families receive their federal EITC, funds are quickly 
reinvested into the economy. 

Today, the Connecticut State Legislature has the opportunity to  play an important role in 
helping those who work hard achieve economic security for their families. Implementing a 
state EITC would build on the strengths of the federal EITC, which provides tax relief and 
refunds to  low-income workers, particularly those with children. The Earned Income Tax 
Credit is designed to boost the incomes of families and individuals that remain poor despite 
working. Most importantly, the EITC helps reduce child poverty. Research shows that the 
EITC now lifts more children out of poverty than any other government program. 

We should do all we can so that work can be the means for someone to earn a livelihood 
and build for the future. These are challenging economic times for Connecticut Families, 
especially for low-waged headed households. Today, a fulltime job simply does not 
guarantee you can support your family. Low-wage workers must often cope with increases 
of supporting a family-housing, health care, child care and transportation consume the 
majority of the family's budget. This scenario leaves many of Connecticut's low-waged 
workers economically vulnerable. 

We need to reshape the nature of the discussion and the terms of debate. We need to 
embrace the idea that the high road is the right road to prosperity, and that the only way to 
get there is to make work pay. Supporting Senate Bill 146 can accomplish just that! 

A job should make it possible for a worker to  do just that. The goal should be and can be 
self-sufficiency for so many of Connecticut's citizens. 

Thank you. 


