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My name is Laurajean Vaughn. My husband Robert and I live in Wallingford with our three sons - 

Charles, 22, David, 18, and Robert, 14, all of whom have autism spectrum disorders. I am here today 

to urge you to support HB #7280. The passage of this bill would enable the commissioner 

of the Connecticut Department of Social Services to pursue Medicaid hnding to assist in the 

development of home and community-based services for individuals with autism spectrum disorders 

who do not have mental retardation. 

With the invaluable assistance of Lois Rosenwald and Stacy Hultgren, co-executive directors of the 

Connecticut Autism Spectrum Resource Center, I have spent many years learning about and 

endeavoring to obtain appropriate school interventions for my sons which would enable them to 

become productive citizens. The strides my sons have made have been hard won and are a testament to 

their resiliency and determination to be an integral part of their community. Social skills training 

across the work, home, and community arenas and assistance with the development of independent 

living skills are critical supports for these individuals. 

I am strongly in favor of pursuing h d i n g  which will help my sons and all individuals on the autism 

spectrum here in Connecticut obtain the support services they so desperately need. Please support HB 

#7280. Thank you very much for your time. 


