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CACIL a non-profit corporation consisting of five (5) Centers for Independent Living 
(CIL) located in Hartford, Norwich, West Haven, Naugatuck and Stratford. CILs are 
community based, non-residential, consumer controlled and cross-disability. Each 
follows the Independent Living Philosophy of self-help, self-reliance and self- 
determination. 

CACIL SUPPORTS 

Raised Bill No.7279 AN ACT CONCERNING THE ADMZNZSTRA TZON OF THE 
MONEY FOLLO WS THE PERSON PROGRAM. 

CACIL and the five (5) Centers for Independent Living have administered and 
managed the Nursing Facility Transition Project (NFTP) the precursor of "Money 
Follows the Person" (MFP) for the CT. Department of Social Services since its inception. 
To date 150 people have transitioned from nursing facilities to the community under the : 
program. 

Simply stated, "Money Follows the Person" mems that when an individual in a 
nursing facility or other institution chooses to leave that facility, the funds necessary to 
support the individual's service needs in the community are transferred from the budget 
of the institution to the community. 

Under Medicaid, nursing facility services are an "entitlement." Therefore, any 
person who meets the "level of care" (disability) for Connecticut's nursing facilities has a 
right to receive services in the institution. Because there are vacancies in nursing homes, 
when a State adopts a Medicaid "money follows the person" program, there is NO 
ADDITIONAL COST to the State. In fact there will be a saving of money since 
community-based services are in the aggregate cheaper than nursing homes. 

Many systemic barriers preventing transition from nursing facilities have been 
identified by the NFTP including: Limited, inappropriate and no housing in certain 
communities, limited Paratransit service, inadequate dial-a-ride programs, and limited 
funding for necessary community support systems. Solutions include increasing access to 
housing in all communities by developing funding for housing suitable for persons with 
disabilities. Develop strategy and funding to meet transportation needs. Expand Medicaid 
waivers and modifying the Connecticut long term care plan. 

Centers for Independent Living offer group meetings, advocacy training, 
independent living counseling, and peer counseling that facilitate successful transitions. 
MFP should fund satellite centers aid full time staff to provide service to un-served and 
underserved regions of Connecticut. 


