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W e  all know that the first paragraph of a news story should explain the - who, what, when, 

where, and how, and sometimes WHY, behind the story. The packet we gave you answers 

the first five questions, and hopefully in the next three minutes, I can focus on the "Y" 

(spelled W H Y) the human services committee should support this request for funding. 

The project is about a pool for the shoreline communities serving people from East Haven to 

Madison, but it is so much more then that. When a YMCA, as America's swim teacher 

teaches a child to swim, we may be giving them the skills that will someday save their 

life, ..... but more importantly we are helping that child learn what it means to excel at 

something, to be somebody, to achieve a level of success. 

As America's largest, provider of licensed, quality child care we are providing a quality 

atmosphere, at affordable costs, where their mother and father knows they will be safe and 

nurtured, while both parents are working to sustain their farnily, ... but more importantly we 

are teaching that child to share, to get a head start in school, to, at an early age, understand 

that we one race, one color, one humanity, and have to play in the sand box together. 

When a teenager plays basketball, helps organize a teen dance, participates in a Y leaders 

club focused on volunteer service, they are learnillg skills that will prepare them to be 

responsible adults. .. ... but more importantly the staff and volunteers who beconie part of 

their life at the YMCA are teaching them the core values of - respect, responsibility, honesty 

and caring. The YMCAs curric~~lum for ALL programs, includes lesson plans that use 

primary colors to teach: 

Respect - True Bl~re 

Responsibility - Green for the environment 

Honesty - Yellow, for being as honest as the day is long 

Caring - Red, for the heart that is in all of us 

(Over) 



In your childhood, you may have remembered that the YMCA builds Spirit, Mind and 

Body, for all. YMCA programs for children begin before they are born, and foster their 

social, physical, intellectual, and emotional development. More and more reputable studies 

are linking involvement in prevention-based vouth and family development programs to 

improved reasoning, positive self image and iniproved academic success. Studies also 

show that YMCA style programs help build the natural assets of all individuals and thus help 

them grow into active adults who contribute to society. That helps build strong kids 

YMCAs provide effective solutions to social problems: This YMCA is one of the largest 

providers of private, affordable child care, this YMCA will be a place where people with 

special needs can come for safe, quality programs - mainstreamed with the balance of the 

population. This YMCA will provide a setting for youth and adults, families, comm~~nity 

leaders to gather and find solutions to local social issues. Whether it is skate parks, 

opening child care centers, or providing scholarships to those in need, the YMCA has been 

called upon by community leaders to strengthen neighborhoods. That helps build strong 

families. 

Over the last many years, ~ O I J  have learned that the YMCA offers a place to belong, 

people who care and enjoy each others company: The YMCA is many things to many 

people. We have chosen this location in Branford because studies show people will dn've 

10 to 15 minutes to bring their child to a program. This YMCA will attract youth and families 

from East Haven through Branford, North Branford, Guilford and Madison to a place where 

families will learn from each other, children will get to know one another from different 

communities, walks of life. That helps build strong communities. 

No child, no family is turned away from the YMCA because of inability to pay the dues or 

program fees. In 2006, that amounted to over $3,000,000 in need based financial aid being 

awarded. In addition, the YMCA offers programs at no cost in many communities. The 

YMCA is accessible to all, serves all, helps all. We build strong kids, strong families, strong 

communities, and we seek your si~pport for HB 6034 so we can better serve the shoreline 

communities, one child at a time. 


