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Written Testimony of 
The Permanent Commission on the Status of Women 

Before the 
Human Services Committee 
Thursday, February 8,2008 

In support of: 
S.B. 54, AAC Increased Access to Home-Based Long-Term Care 
S.B. 384, AAC Increasing Funding for the Home-Care Program for the Elderly 
H.B. 5663, AA Increasing Funding for the Home-Care for the Elderly Program 

Senator Crisco, Representative OfConnor and members of the committee, thank 
you for this opportunity to provide written testimony on the above referenced bills. 
This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Permanent Commission on the Status of 
Women (PCSW), and the Connecticut Women's Health Campaign (CWHC), a statewide 
coalition of organizations representing consumers, providers and policy experts who 
have been committed to and working for the health and well-being of Connecticut 
women and girls for over ten years. 

PCSW and CWHC support these proposals to provide additional funding to the 
home-care for the elderly programs. Adequate funding would insure that elders and 
people with disabilities who need help with activities of daily living but have limited 
family support, have cognitive impairment, and/or have needs that change and 
progress over time are able to remain in their homes, rather than in long-term care 
institutions 

The U. S. Supreme Court ruling in Olmstead v. L. c . ~  mandates that services be 
available to meet the needs of such persons wishing to live in the community. 
Connecticut's Long-Term Care Plan specifically states, "The overall goal for 

O h s t e a d  v. L. C., 119 S. Ct. 2176 (1999). 
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Connecticut's long-term care system should be to offer individuals the services and 
supports of their choice in the least restrictive setting." But more important than either 
of these directives is the desire of the elderly and people with disabilities to remain 
independent through self-directed care in a community setting. 

We urge your support of these proposals. 


