
Testimony Concerning SB 1184 

Dear Members of the GAE, 

As you consider legislation to cover new circumstances brought about by the change to 
new voting technologies, please bear in mind that True Vote Connecticut feels very 
strongly that the following principles should undergird the language of the law: 

1) It is inappropriate for a partisan elected official to audit the operation of that person's 
own office. There is a clear conflict of interest in this. Audits must be conducted by an 
independent non-partisan technically competent entity separate from the office of the 
Secretary of the State without regard to the person serving in that capacity. Discretionary 
power with the potential to alter elections outcomes must not reside in the hands of a 
single individual. 

2) Audits must take place well before the deadline for filing an election complaint with 
the SEEC so that any evidence of vote tabulation irregularities can be included in the 
complaint. Filing a complaint should not exempt the race from audit. 

3) Any system devised ought to be one that can and will actually be carried out. There 
need to be sufficient motivations so that public officials and participating citizens will 
fulfill the responsibilities entrusted to them. 

Finally, the State will need a source of information and expert technical advice for the 
foreseeable future. Technology evolves rapidly. For example, with Diebold threatening to 
sell off its voting technology divisions, we will never know when another set of serious 
decisions will need to be made because of issues with our vendor. Or, it can happen that 
vastly superior technologies will become available. Either way, the State will need to 
have a forum for continuing technical advice. 

We urge you to consider reconstituting the VTSB as an independent, non-partisan (or at 
least bi-partisan), technically competent board that is concerned with voting machine 
issues, including audits. Whether it is a policy-making board or advisory to the State 
needs to be discussed. All three bodies concerned with elections (SOTS, SEEC, GAE 
Committee) need a source of such expert technical advice. The most workable 
arrangement might be for the VTSB to be advisory to, and independent of, all three 
bodies (and any another State agency that might be now or become involved in election 
issues) . 

Thank you very much for considering these recommendations. 

Sincerely yours, 

Christina Spiesel on behalf of True Vote Connecticut 


