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March 19,2007 

To: The Honorable Gale S. Slossberg, Co-Chair 
The Honorable Christopher Carouso, Co-Chair 
and other members of the Committee on Government Administration and Elections 

As Director of The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (cAEs), I am submitting 
written testimony regarding Raised Bill #7386. In section 6, it is proposed that the Commissioner of 
the Department of Environmental Protection P E P )  shall transfer custody and control of a parcel of 
land (Pachaug Nursery) located in Griswold from the DEP Bureau of Natural Resources to said 
department's Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and that this parcel of land be made available for active 
recreational purposes. Four acres of said parcel shall be reserved for future use by the CAES. 

I have been in consultation with Commissioner McCarthy and other staff at DEP concerning 
this property and would like to state the reasons why the CAES needs a research sub-station in 
Griswold. Although it is uncertain at this time whether the CAES will have 4 acres or authority for all 
3 0 acres, there are public health, agricultural, and environmental problems in eastern Connecticut that 
need more careful attention. First, there is persistent annual activity of mosquitoes infected with 
eastern equine encephalitis (EEE) viruses in Stonington, North Stonington, Ledyard, and Voluntown. 
Human infection of this virus can be fatal. Staff at the CAES monitor and test mosquitoes for a variety 
of encephalitis viruses statewide, but our scientists need to spend more time in swamps in southeastern 
Connecticut and Rhode Island to determine how the EEE virus overwinters and what environmental 
factors enhance the buildup of this virus in nature. Second, Station scientists are actively surveying 
and controlling invasive aquatic plants. Considerable time is spent on lakes and ponds in eastern 
Connecticut. Third, there are extensive forests in eastern Connecticut that need careful monitoring for 
emerging insect and plant diseases. Finally, the Pachaug Nursery has fertile soil and an irrigation 
system, an ideal place for extensive field trials on rapeseed and soybeans for biodiesel fuel production. 
The goal is to identify cultivars that are high seed yielding per acre. 

In the Governor's proposed budget, $500,000 is recommended in bonding to build a research 
laboratory in Griswold and to erect deer fencing to protect crops. In short, Station scientists that have 
access to microscopes and other facilities in the Griswold/Voluntown area would be better able to 
conduct field and laboratory research on problems in eastern Connecticut. Please feel free to call me 
(203) 974-8440 if you have questions. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Director 

Phone: (203) 974-8500 Fax: (203) 974-8502 
Toll Free: 1-877-855-2237 

Web Page: http//www.caes.state.ct.us 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


