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Testimony before the 
Government Administration & Elections Committee 
by Werner Oyanadel, Associate Legislative Analyst 

H. B. No. 6251 (COIVIM) 
"An Act Authorizing Election Day Registration" 

Wednesday, February 28,2007 
Legislative Office Building, Room 2B 

Hartford, Connecticut 

Good morning Co-Chairs Slossberg; Caruso and honorable 
members of the Government Administration and Elections 
Committee. Thank you for allowing me to speak in support of H.B. 
No. 6251 (COM M), "An Act Authorizing Election Day Registration ". 
For the record my name is Werner Oyanadel, Associate Legislative 
Analyst of the State of Connecticut Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs 
Commission (LPRAC). 

LPRAC has prioritized the passage of Election Day Registration 
(EDR) in our annual LPRAC legislative agenda several years in a 
row. The LPRAC, for the record, supported the passage of Raised 
H.B. Number 6669 in 2005, which contained several election reform 
language - including Election Day Registration. Although the bill 
adopted by the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA) and later 
signed by the Governor of the State of Connecticut did not include 
actual EDR, it did amend the current 14-day voter registration 
deadline to seven days prior to Election Day. In 2003, interestingly 
enough, EDR was favored by both chambers of the CGA, but was 
ultimately vetoed by Governor ~owland . '~h is  bipartisan effort, which 
received strong support by the Registrar of Voters, Town Clerks and 
a broad coalition of advocacy groups, would have enabled people to 
register and vote on Election Day. The legislation was hailed as a 
national model for other states because it struck a balance between 
expanding voter participation and concerns about the integrity of the 
election p r o ~ e s s . ~  In December of 2005, however, there was a 
ruling against EDR by the U.S. Circuit Court in Hartford - where 
U.S. District Judge Mark R. Kravits ruled that the legislature should 
ultimately decide whether voters can register and vote on Election 

I ' Public Act No. 03-204 
Connecticut adopted the state-wide centralized voter system on June 18, 2003 



Day. Thus, we are back to .the legislature advising it to adopt it once 
again - or should I say for the first time. 

According to a report prepared by the United States Hispanic 
Leadership Institute Research Department Latinos registration 
patterns had increased by ~ 5 . 7 % ~ .  This is good news at the 
national level. However, the Commission still believes that there are 
still other mechanisms - such as EDR legislation - that need to be 
irrlplemented in Connecticut that could help increase the voter 
participation of Latinos in the state. The State of Connecticut should 
also consider adding a voluntary box in the voter registration card 
that asks for the ethnicity of the registrants in order to determine 
voter registration patterns for ethnic groups in the state. Although, 
the information would be limiting due to the fact that it would be in a 
voluntary basis, it would allow us the opportunity to provide you with 
specific data on voter registration fluctua.tions for Latinos in 
Cor~necticut. 

The LPRAC was created by the Legislature of the State of 
Connecticut through Public Act No. 94-1 52, taking effect February 1, 
1995. LPRAC is part of the Legislative Branch and governed by 
Section 2-120 of the Connecticut General Statutes. The LPRAC is 
mandated to review and comment on any proposed state legislation 
that would affect the Latino population in the state. 

Thank you for your attention to my testimony and I would welcome 
any questions that you may have on this matter. 

"In a democratic society the assumption of honesty and integrity falls 
on the voter." - Secretary of the State of Connecticut Susan 
Bysiewicz 

The Latino Vote in 2000, 2002 and 2004: An In-Depth Examination of the 
Character of the 2000 Latino Vote and analvsis of Latino Electoral Impact and 
Influence in the 2002 Senatorial and Gubernatorial Elections and the 2004 
Presidential Election. Prepared by the United States Hispanic Leadership 
Institute, Research Department. Andy Hernandez 


