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RE! BilI N u m b  1408: An .Act Cwncemlng Charter Schods 

The U.S. Chamber of (:ornmerce's Education report gave Connecticut an A for 
overall acadunic achievement. but i ts nchiievern&c. lcvels for minority and low- 
income students rcccivcd n D. The abysmal performance of urban schools ailcl 
the gap bemeen whicc and minority children is a scandal. Connecticut must do 
bcttcr, all child- deserve an excellent educxtion. Connecticut should focus its 
rcsourceb- an urban education and ~ i c  hthe resources to M ~cco~ntabitity 
system. 

Thc success of Charccr scl~ools, such as .Amistad Academy, highlight the need 
to fund these schools on parity will1 ~nditionlrl public schools and to accclcrntc 
thck growth. We apphud reccnt cfforts to increase public funding for 
Comecticut's chartcr schot,ls. 'i'he legislature should Sncrcast: the per pupil 
expenditure for Charter schools to be on par with district schooIs, ax4 incrcasc 
funding to allow fix growth of additional chartcr schools in the Connecticut. 


