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. Tiad you for the opportunity to speak today to,. the Governor's budget recommendations. . - - 

, ,for increased student financial aid and the dollars for scholarships and programmingfori . . . . 
students in the Early Childhood Education fieldof study;..' . . . 

:' The Governor's budget for the.D.epartment includes ab0u.t $1 million in FY 2008 and'. : ' . . . . . 
. . 

,$2.8million in FY 2009 for the-Governor's Early Childhood.Initiatives,including . . . .. 
- - . . .  ~ - 

.:.scholarships, loan reimbursements. &d other programming. I was pleased to participate in . 
. . . '.the task force serving as its co-chair and, :asyou all kriciw, we have participated in the. . . .  . . 

: KRA process. The good news in this process was thc:collaboration we had in meeting : . . . 

the .workforce needs. . , 
. . 

. . - . . % I m cxtrernely excited and grateful that the Governorhas re.cognized the fact that in . . -  . . 

. . 
: ..order fo,r students to;be able .to enroll -and suited in college .they:-have to have-the . . : . . . 

- .  : ;  . financialresour~es to be able to do so; ' Herrecommendation calls for an unprecedented: . . : . , 

: : . infusion of $25 million, a 77 percent .increase,.in bvo..of our major need-based student,; - . . 

. : .financial aid programs. The proposal would, increase the Cohnecticut. Aid to Public . : : . .  . 

: : .  :College.Students (CAPCS) program by $12.8rinillion a d  the Connecticut Independent . . 

. . CollCge Student Grant .(CICSG) program by $12.'2 million, bringing the programs .to 60 ' . 
. 

'percent and 95 percent of full formula finding, respectively.: This finding could allow as 
many as 10,000 more students to receive state grants.. As you know, I have been here . : 

' 

before you many times over the.years and have reiterated that the Board of Governors7. . . . . 

. top budget priority has and will continue to be adequatelevels of need-based student 
. financial aid. for Connecticut residents. And you have recognized and responded to this .: 
. . . need as budget constraints wou~d'allow a~d for that we .are very thankful. But as we.  : 

enter this new round of budget negotiations, with a new sense of urgency, priority, and 
momentum, I ask you - will our pleas finally be answered? 

.. As:we advocate for this sorely neededfunding, f wc~uld like to step back for a moment. . 

; adrequest your assistance in meeting the Department's needs for additional data. We 
.. : . hat;,e.asked for this information-as.par6 of our: regular 3dmiilistrative responsibilities in - : . . 

. . 

managing these state financial .aid programs, andto 'mow how our investment is being. 
..:used, to have a more accurate .estimate 05 the level of unmet need across the state and to : 

-. ..ensure that the neediest students remain om highest priority. I certainly hope we can. . . . ' . . 

make this possible and stand ready t@.assist. you in any way I can. . . .  
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