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March 12,2007 

This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Center for Children's Advocacy, a 
non-profit organization based at the University of Connecticut School of Law. The Center 
provides holistic legal services for poor children in Connecticut's communities through 
individual representation and systemic advocacy. The Center has many projects involving 
youth in the urban school systems, including the Truancy Court Prevention Project 
(TCPP), a unique collaborative between the Center for Children's Advocacy, the Village 
for Children and Families, the Capitol Region Education Council (CREC), and the 
Connecticut Judicial Department. Through the program, eighth and ninth graders at 
Hartford Public High School and Quirk Middle School participate in weekly court sessions 
held at school where a judge, who presides in an unofficial capacity, reviews students' 
attendance and academic progress. The TCPP also delivers legal and case management 
services to ensure students' completion of high school. The Center for Children's 
Advocacy also runs a Teamchild program, which pairs an attorney in our office with a 
juvenile public defender to provide special education and other legal advocacy to youth so 
they can avoid detention and incarceration. 

We strongly support the passage of Raised Bill No. 7345 because it targets areas 
that are crucial to the improvement of education in Connecticut. While we support the Bill 
in its entirety, we are particularly focused on two provisions of the Bill: the creation of 
smaller high schools and a data system which uses a unique student identifier. Both of 
these initiatives would go far to address Connecticut's current dropout crisis. 

Research suggests that smaller high schools or smaller learning communities within 
larger high schools, as proposed, are a cost-effective strategy to reduce the number of 
dropouts. The Center for Benefit-Cost Studies of Education at Teachers College, 
Columbia University recently released a study that conducted a cost-benefit analysis on 
five educational strategies already shown to boost high school graduation rates.' The new 
study, which points out that the if the number of high school dropouts in one age cohort 
was cut in half, the government would reap $45 billion via extra tax revenues and reduced 
costs, was conducted by a group of the nation's leading researchers in education and 
economics. The study concluded that a school reform named First Things First, which 
includes small learning communities with dedicated teachers, family advocates and 
instructional improvement, creates sixteen additional graduates per every one hundred 
students with an estimated cost-benefit ratio of 3.54 to 1. 

"The Costs and Benefits of an Excellent Education for AU of America's Children" can be found at 
httD://www.cbcse.org. 
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can produce a pattern of school avoidance.' Students who are struggling academically need 
smaller learning environments, and teachers need smaller classrooms so that they are better able 
to teach to students who have diverse learning styles. 

Raised Bill No. 7345 also requires the State Department of Education to create and 
implement a data system for tracking individual student progress that makes use of unique 
student identifiers. The first step in addressing the dropout crisis is to know how many students 
are not completing high school on time and who they are. The school data system proposed by 
Raised Bill No. 7345 is an important first step in providing that information to policymakers and 
the public. Longitudinal data, which should be available in Raised Bill No. 7345's 
accountability system, makes it possible to follow individual academic growth, determine the 
value-added of specific programs, and identify consistently high-performing schools and systems 
worthy of study. Unique student identifiers provide information on students as they move from 
grade to grade and from district to district, allowing the state to track the student's progress over 
time, from kindergarten through grade 12. A number of national organizations, including the 
National Governors' Association for Best Practices and the State Higher Education Executive 
Officers, founded the Data Quality Campaign to encourage and support state policymakers to 
improve the collection, availability and use of high quality data and to implement state 
longitudinal data systems to improve student a~hievement.~ Connecticut must join this 
movement to improve the quality of its data so that its educational programs and policies are 
informed by data and thus responsive to students' needs. 

For the foregoing reasons, we urge you to pass Bill No. 7345, An Act Concerning Great 
Schools for All. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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* "Truancy: A Closer Look" can be found at the Center for Children's Advocacy homepage at www.kidscounsel.org 
or at http://www.kidscounse1.or~~%2~nP?20reuorto?20de~%2020%2006.pdf. 

The Data Quality Campaign's website can be found at www.datauuaJitvcam~ainn.org. 


