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The Connectxcut State Bmldmg Trades unequzvocally supports.
- SB560. The DECD has given millions to companies to attract them
to Connecticut, with the - intention of creating new jobs  for
. Connecticut residents.
qofnetimes it has. be We feel that by applying the
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iling wage provides a critical path for the unemployed and
econon 1ca11y-dlsenfranchised including . many —“women _and
minorities, to learn a skilled*trade. in, the construction mdustry At a
time when many corporations that build in the stat re importing

- workers at wages our local residents cannot afford to work for, the

prevailing wage law helps to secure 10031 constructlon jobs for the
remdents of our communities.

Faxlure to appiy the prevaihng wage law to DECD projects invites
companies to bring in. low cost out of state contractors to build
facilities. These contractors import their own workforces, and
-provide little or no benefit .to the Connecticut residents that are
funding these loans. We feel that this is shortsighted and bad policy.
There are documented instances of this occurring. Lowe’s
Warehouse in the eastern part of the state is a good examiple. Much
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countries. The businesses say that this will add cost to the projects,
but there are also costs to the residents of the state that are imposed
by not having the requirement. Costs like lowered wage standards,
an increase in uninsured workers, safety violations, injuries and
deaths.

Times change and so do the needs and economic realities of our
state. However, the far reaching benefits the prevailing wage
remains one continuing source of strength for the state of
Connecticut, our municipalities, and the hardworking residents who
call Connecticut home. At a time when the economies and quality of
life for communities across the state are being challenged, we urge
you expand a source of economic stability and quality of life for our
citizens, our communities and our state — the prevailing wage law.
We urge you to require companies asking for state aid to be good
corporate citizens, not just use the state to enlarge their bottom line.
We urge you to act favorably on SB 560

Thank you.



