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Good afternoon. My name is William Lavery and I am the Chief Court 

Administrator for the Connecticut Judicial Branch. I appear before you today to testify 

in support of a Judicial Branch bill, Senate Bill 158, An Act Concerning Law School 

Scholarships Funded by the Interest Earned on Lawyers' Clients' Funds Accounts 

Program. 

As you may know, each year, the Connecticut Bar Foundation provides funding 

for law schools to grant scholarships to students in financial need. Funding for this 

program is derived from the Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts (IOLTA). Simply put, 

when a Connecticut lawyer holds clients' funds in connection with representation of 

that client (most commonly in the context of real estate closings), the attorney must 

keep that money in an interest-bearing trust account, separate from the lawyer's own 

funds. Pursuant to statute, the interest on these accounts is remitted to an organization 

designated by the judges of the Superior Court - in this case the Connecticut Bar 

Foundation - for the purpose of providing legal services to the poor and law school 

scholarships. 

In the past two years, the Connecticut Bar Foundation has allocated 

approximately $120,000 to the three law schools within Connecticut -- the University of 

Connecticut School of Law, the Yale Law School, and the Quinnipiac University School 
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of Law -- for student scholarships. Each school then chooses the students to whom they 

will award the scholarships. 

In previous years, thousands of dollars have been awarded to law school 

students who have never been domiciled in Connecticut -- students with no intention of 

staying in Connecticut upon graduation. This bill would mandate that scholarship 

money be awarded to students who were domiciled in Connecticut at the time they 

graduated from high school. Chief Justice William Sullivan and I strongly believe that 

interest generated by the participation of Connecticut lawyers in IOLTA should be re- 

invested, so to speak, in law school students who are likely to eventually practice in 

Connecticut. This bill would reward those with strong ties to our state; individuals who 

will one day be the leaders of Connecticut's bench and bar. While we are cognizant of 

the fact that a Connecticut domiciliary could eventually choose to practice law out of 

state, passage of this bill would go a long way in ensuring that Connecticut law school 

students benefit from the funds generated by Connecticut's lawyers. 

I urge the Committee to act favorably on this proposal. Thank you for the 

opportunity to testify. 


