TESTIMONY OF KIMBERLY SUNDQUIST
PRESIDENT OF SURVIVORS OF HOMICIDE, INC
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
MARCH 24, 2006
v HOUSE BILL 5818
AN ACT REQUIRING THE REPORTING OF LOST OR STOLEN FIREARMS

Good afternoon Senator McDonald, Representaive Lawlor, and distinguished members of the Judiciary
Committee. My name is Kimberly Sundquist from Manchester, CT. | am the current President for
Survivors of Homicide, Inc. | am testifying in support of House Bill 5818, an act requiring the reportlng of

lost or stolen Firearms.

On September 11, 2003, My uncle was murdered in North Carolina. My uncie was disabled; he had an
artificial leg and could not have fought back if the alleged killer had confronted him. The killer never
confronted him; he was shot from 6 feet away. He had successfully undergone many heart surgeries,
and he never complained about his situation, for he was so full of life, and was so happy he lived to see
another day. My uncle was a former policeman. My uncle’s murderer has been in and out of jail many
times since he was 15...he was 34 at the time of the crime. It took 10 months to find the killer because he
was put back in jail within days of my uncle’s murder on unrelated charges. He was then let out ten
months later only to rob and bum down an elks club at 2 am. We were lucky enough that an off duty
police officer was driving by at the time, and found the presence of his car leaving the parking lot with his
lights off suspicious. The officer followed the car and copied the tag numbers before returning to the
elks to further investigate why the suspect may had been there in the first place. That is when he realized
the building was on fire, and called his department. The man was arrested along with his wife, and 15
-year old stepson, who later confessed to aiding in the murder of my uncle.

This kKiller is a prime example of a man who should not be allowed to carry a gun. We have more
questions than answers about this crime. | would like to know how this man could get his hands on one if
he was a convicted criminal 10 times over. This crime may have taken place out of state, but that does

not ease my pain, or change my views about this important topic. This man was a repeat offender of theft
as well as violent offensives. His criminal background alone should have prevented him from ever :
purchasing a gun legally which leads me to one conclusion; he had to have bought this murder weapon

from someone who was illegally selling them or he stole it.

| join others tbday to simply ask you to readjust the laws you have already, to better suit the public. |

want to make sure when a lawful gun owner's gun has been used in a crime, that person can be
. identified, so if they are handing guns to criminals we can be more aware of the crime that took place
before the act of murder. Law bidding gun owners will not use their own registered guns to commit a
crime because that would connect them to the crime. This law will disable people whose guns get
"CHRONICALLY" stolen and used in crimes, from repeatedly claiming their gun was stolen. Criminals
are getting guns, and we need to make it harder for unlawful people to obtain them. If together we can
save one life so that one more family will not have to go through what mine has gone through in the last
two and a half, then we are successful. This law will NOT in any way interfere with a person’s right to
bear arms. This law will simply force those gun owners who sell gun illegally to live by the law or be
penalized. It will close the loophole that does exist in the current statute so that less guns will be filtered
to the streets and put into the hands of people who have not lived up to the standards of decent human

beings who have a simple regard for human life.

I used to perform in pageants just for fun. My platform was “Violence in Children's Programming”. | am
against using violence to sell programming to children, whether it be in the form of cartoons or video
games. My children only play non-violent video games and watch only Nick Jr. programmlng on TV under

my supervision.

I lived a decent life and was taught to respect all human beings. | have never been in a physical

(OVER)



confrontation, except for the one time where my former boy friend assauited me where 1 did not even fight
back. | come from a very religious and moral family. | lived in suburbia. This was not supposed to
happen to me. Violence is an epidemic that can happen to anyone as it did to my wonderful family and
me. | can not bring that man back, but | can use him as an example to show that violence does not
discriminate. | do this in honor of my uncle. By doing all | do in his memory, | can fill the void in my heart
that is left by his murder. By doing this, my pain is numbed. By doing this, | don't have to think about
never seeing him again, never hearing his laugh again, never feeling his arms around me again, and
never hearing hi say he loves me again. By doing this, | am making him proud that | was his niece,
wherever he may be. IN the words of Mine and My uncle’s favorite singer Reba McEntire, “The world will

not stop for my broken Heart” and “I'm a Survivor”.

As president of SOH, | am doing my part. We need to support each other and stand up against violence.
Every law we can possibly make that will NOT interfere with the 2™ amendment but makes it harder for
criminals to own guns is a victory for society and for generations to come. | am very passionate to take a
stand against violence in every forum allowed to me. | am not against the second amendment, | believe
in taking accountability for your own actions. | am a self-proclaimed anti-violence and victims rights
activist. By taking control of my situation to make a positive out of a horrific personal event in my life and
appearing before you today, | am making sure my uncle did not die in vain. If| feel he gave his life so
that | may save another, that will give me the peace | so deserve. He stays alive in me. | find all my
strength comes from him. | may never find closure, but I will find justice and peace.

Thank you for your attention and allowing me to speak before you today. | will be happy to answer any
questions the committee may have.

Sincerely,
Kimberly Sundquist

President
Survivors Of Homicide, Inc.



